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UK:
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6th November 1999

_Police search powers are curbed_

STRICT limits on the material police can remove from
premises under a search warrant were imposed in a High
Court test case yesterday.

Three judges ruled that the law did not allow
investigating officers to remove material to check whether
it was relevant or legally privileged, unless they had the
agreement of the owner.

Unless overturned on appeal or by legislation, the ruling
will mean serious difficulties for the police and other
investigating authorities such as the Serious Fraud Office
and Customs and Excise.

The case was brought by Andrew Bramley, a specialist car
dealer, who had challenged the seizure last January by
Derbyshire police of documents, including correspondence
with his solicitors, from his premises outside Sheffield.
After the judgment Andrew Lockley, head of public law at
his solicitors, Irwin Mitchell, said the implications were
that "the practice of removing quantities of documents and
computer disks - or even entire filing cabinets - from
offices, without agreement, to sift them elsewhere will
have to end."

Before the hearing of the judicial review challenge,
Derbyshire police conceded that the search warrant and
seizure were unlawful and paid Mr Bramley 1,000 UKP in
damages. But, because of the importance of the issues
raised by the case and uncertainties in the law, the
parties agreed that the High Court should be asked to rule
on the legal principles.

Lord Justice Kennedy, who was sitting with Mr Justice
Turner and Mr Justice Jowett, said common sense would
suggest that a policeman executing a warrant should be
able to do a preliminary sift of the documents and then
take all or a large part of them away to sort out
properly elsewhere.

But if a police officer seized items which were later
found to be outside the scope of the warrant, then under
current provisions of the 1984 Police and Criminal Evidence
Act, there was no defence to an action of trespass to goods
based on unjustified seizure. In some cases the damages
could be "significant".

-----------------------------------------------------------
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November 6th 1999

_Parents 'want more men' in childcare_

THE belief that women make the best childcarers is
challenged today in a new report that argues for more men
to be employed in day nurseries and childcare centres.

The study, by the Institute of Education, concludes that
children who attend nurseries that employ men, as well as
women, have a more balanced view of the "real world" and
benefit from learning early in life that men are just as
capable of caring for them as women.

Clare Cameron, co-author of the report, said that many
children, particularly those in single-parent families,
spent their early years almost exclusively in the company
of women and only very rarely had the opportunity to
interact with men.

"Employing men as childcare workers enabled children to
have a better and more diverse range of contact with
adults," she said.

The researchers interviewed male and female workers in ten
childcare centres in England.

While the workers were anxious to stress the similarities
between men and women nursery workers, some differences did
emerge.

"The women would see their male colleagues as more relaxed
and laid back and more keen to do things with the children
outside, while the men described the women as being more
into forging one-to-one relationships with the children,"
Ms Cameron said.

The report, entitled *Men in the Nursery*, found that
parents were very keen to have a mixed gender workforce
looking after their children.

Of the 52 mothers and 25 fathers of children interviewed
for the study, 85 per cent supported having male childcare
workers.

The reasons given by parents included the view that men
added something "different" to life in childcare centres.

Many also saw men as good role models for boys and as
representing a good way of getting men into boys' lives
before secondary school.

Single mothers thought male workers were especially
beneficial for their children with some believing that they
acted as a "father figure" for their children.

Although some parents were concerned that male nursery
workers might be more likely to sexually abuse their
children, the report described various policies and
strategies that nurseries employed to allay concerns that
both parents - and some the male workers themselves - had
about cuddling children and changing nappies.

Most agreed that policies banning workers from cuddling
children were unhelpful to the staff and could amount
to abuse of the children, by depriving them of essential
comfort and human contact.

Ms Cameron noted that the Government itself had called for
more men to take on careers in childcare and more work
needed to be done to attract men into the profession.

The report proposed imposing targets for recruitment of
childcare students and workers, pointing out that in Norway
the Government has set a target of 20 per cent for male
workers by 2001.

The authors are researchers in the Institute of
Education's Thomas Coram Research Unit, which carries out
research into issues involving children and young people
both within and outside their families.

-----------------------------------------------------------
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_Obscene Interpretation of the Law_

July 10th 1998

Earlier this year, the sex film archivist and historian
David Flint began to receive strange telephone calls. Did
he have any hardcore tapes to sell? No. He didn't. Flint
quickly forgot about the call. He was used to fobbing off
readers of his movie magazine Sexadelic who asked him for
tapes. A few days later, though, the same caller insisted
that Flint must know somebody, someone who was willing to
sell hardcore. He had 200 UKP to spend. No, make that 500
UKP.

Now Flint was suspicious. The caller had mentioned a
supposed mutual friend, of whom he had never heard. Also,
when Flint dialled 1471 to find out who was calling him, no
number came back. But surely he was in the clear: he didn't
collect or write about child porn or so-called snuff movies
and, even if somebody was trying to set him up, he hadn't
sold or even given tapes to anybody. He couldn't be
arrested for writing about porn, could he?

The answer came two weeks later at 7.30am when PC Hutten of
Greater Manchester's Obscene Publications Squad knocked on
Flint's door and presented a search warrant. Three hours
later, after 535 tapes, three video recorders, his computer
data and bank documents had been seized, Flint was told to
report to the Manchester police the following week. But
once there, the police conceded that Flint hadn't sold on
any of his tapes. What's more, PC Hutten revealed that he
and the mysterious phone-caller were one and the same
person. Even so, Flint was told that he was likely to be
arrested for "possession with intent to gain" under Section
II of the Obscene Publications Act - which carries a
penalty of up to three years' imprisonment.

Flint has become the latest casualty in Britain's ongoing
porn war at a time when, according to the British
Broadcasting Standards Council and the British Board Of
Film Classification, the British are becoming more relaxed
about consensual sex on screen. This equanimity, however,
does not appear to have percolated through to the
Government.

In January, Education Secretary David Blunkett attacked the
British Council for its overseas sponsorship of Mark
Ravenhill's Shopping And Fucking - without even having seen
the play himself. In March, a dinner planned for the wives
of the G8 summit leaders at the refurbished Ikon Gallery,
in Birmingham, was suddenly cancelled because the building
was displaying the paintings of the American feminist
artist Nancy Spero, whose work has been criticised for its
explicit content. Most recently, the University of Central
England's library was raided by the West Midland Obscene
Publications squad for holding a seven-year-old book by
American photographer Robert Mapplethorpe.

For Flint, however, the surest sign of the sexual climate
can be seen in the Government's reaction to recent changes
by the the BBFC to the classification of sex films. Last
November, Home Secretary Jack Straw publicly attacked the
BBFC director James Ferman for passing two American
videos, Batbabe and Ladies Behaving Badly, with 'Restricted
18' 'certificates, meaning that they can only be sold in
licensed sex shops.  It was perhaps no coincidence that
the long-serving and highly respected director resigned
soon after.

In order to realise the impact of Straw's attack, however,
we have to turn back to 1979 and the birth of the R-18
classification.

Then, as now, the crucial issue underpinning sexual
regulation in this country was the conflict between the
authorities and the black market. Yet, contrary to
appearances, this supposedly adversarial relationship has
always been mutually dependent. The reliance of the black
market on a strict film censor to provide it with a
frustrated audience is best summed up by the reception
given to the head censor, John Trevelyan, in the seventies.
According to George Melly, the then film critic of The
Observer, as Trevelyan travelled home in a cab from his
office in Soho Square every day, sex entrepreneurs would
come out on to the pavement and doff their pork pie hats in
gratitude. It was as a result of this unholy alliance that
Jim Callaghan's Labour government in 1979 created a
consensual sex category, the R-18, as a way of siphoning
off the burgeoning audience from illegal sex clubs.

Straw's nineties authoritarianism has once again fuelled
the black market in consensual porn. It has also created a
public protection racket that has jeopardised his
government's battle against pornography - the black market
is more likely to deal in violent porn than are regulated
vendors.

With the exception of Ireland, every European country now
sells consensual pornography - either, like Germany, in
specially licensed video shops or, like France, on the
supermarket shelf. In exchange for Continental Europe
officially clamping down on the distribution to Britain of
violent porn films, said Ferman, Britain would loosen the
restrictions on consensual sex films. This is the
prospective agreement that has been effectively scuppered
by Straw's recent actions.

It is into this cat's-cradle of political mismanagement
that David Flint has fallen. He believes he is being
targeted because his work reflects the fact that, despite
Straw's protestations and police prosecutions, consensual
porn is being increasingly accepted by mainstream Britain.
His magazine and collation of 15,000 sex films for the Web
is part of this reality. "The fact that I'm treating this
subject seriously, and doing it openly in their backyard,
must have infuriated the police," he says.

It is public knowledge that Flint has the most
comprehensive databank in the world on the history of sex
films - from American "stag" movies of the forties, to
British "nudie"' of the sixties and nineties "couples"
movies made by American feminists. He is also used as a
source by the British and American Film Institutes. But as
Flint himself points out: "That doesn't matter to the
police, because they don't consider them to be legitimate
films. I couldn't say to them, 'Some of those tapes you've
seized are irreplaceable because I don't know anybody else
in the world who has copies of those films.' As far as
they're concerned, they're not real films, they're just
a record of criminal acts."

Next Tuesday morning, Flint will arrive at Manchester's
Bootle Street police station to find out if he is going to
be charged by PC Hutten and his OPA squad. If he is - which
is likely - he will, at the very least, lose a lot of his
priceless films to the incinerator under a destruction order.
If he's acquitted, he could be charged again because, unlike
any other law, the OPA allows the police to have as many bites
at the cherry as they need in order to win a conviction.

Flint, however, won't concede the moral high ground: "I've
always found people aren't very bothered by my work. Nobody
has reacted in a menacing way. By and large, they'll either
be very curious or they'll show no interest at all.

Nobody's shocked, nobody's appalled. Nobody's said, 'I
can't associate with you because of what you do'." But this
counts for nothing in the current moral climate. Because
right now it seems the sensibilities of the Middle England
voter demand that Jack Straw takes a liberty - David
Flint's liberty.

Tom Dewe Mathews's Censored: The Story Of Film Censorship
In Britain is published by Chatto and Windus, price 14.99
UKP.

Update

In August 1998, the police decided not to press charges and
have promised to return all the videos that were taken.

-----------------------------------------------------------
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November 2nd 1999

_Children to get lessons in massage_

MASSAGE may become the latest subject on the curriculum
in Scottish schools after a pioneering project by a Swedish
physiotherapist.

The aim is to relieve the stress of young children by
lessons in which they are encouraged to rub each other's
shoulders and heads. The classes are the idea of Solveig
Berggren, a massage teacher who visited Glasgow primary
schools last month to train staff in her techniques.
She has organised twice weekly massage classes in five
primary schools in Gothenburg since 1996. The classes have
been so successful in improving the mood and reducing
aggression of pupils that the Swedish Government paid for
her to bring a delegation of heads and massage therapists
to Scotland.

Ms Berggren, 45, said they were surprised to find that
British schools were so nervous about massage.

"My experience is that children love it: it makes them
happier and better able to work," said Ms Berggren.

-----------------------------------------------------------
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October 17th 1999

_Internet children do better in exams_

CHILDREN who use computers and have access to the
internet can benefit in test results as well as improve
their self-confidence, according to new research.

Research by Ultralab at Anglia Polytechnic University
indicates that children can effectively double the time
they are learning if they are given high-tech tools
such as palmtop computers.

As part of the research project led by Stephen Heppell, a
government adviser on information technology, up to 50
children in 15 schools were given access to the internet
and were also linked up to scientists and engineers
working for Nortel, the telecommunications company.

-----------------------------------------------------------

  [ Can't help thinking that it might have been the
    online interaction with the adult scientists
    which may have prompted the boost in learning ? ]
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6th November 1999

THE Roman Catholic Church in Scotland has set up a
information service phoneline in an attempt to rid
the church of child sex abuse scandals.

The telephone advice line is available for staff to
report suspicions about a colleague, or for children
to call with information about abuse. The number has
been circulated to priests and churches throughout
Scotland.

-----------------------------------------------------------
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October 17th 1999

_Toy ban paedophile leaves home_

A convicted paedophile banned from walking puppies and
from displaying teddy bears in his windows has left
South Wales, it has been revealed.

South Wales Police say they know his location and are
in contact with the force where he is now living.

BBC Wales's Hefina Rendle reports on the civil liberties
row. The man, who has served a five-year sentence, is
banned from walking dogs, buying soft toys and putting
them in his windows.  Police in Swansea applied for the
order under the Crime and Disorder Act which came into
force last December.

His solicitor Clive Rees said the law allowed the
imposition of "swingeing" court orders. Bears are banned
from his windows. "He would not be allowed to buy the
Star Wars video and watch it at home," said Mr Rees.

He is critical of the government for providing the courts
with such wide-ranging powers against people who have not
committed further offences. "That is the civil liberties
aspect which causes concern."

-----------------------------------------------------------
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_Children should be taught to fear sex, says doctor_

A TOUGHER approach in sex education is needed, using fear
to make children change their sexual behaviour, a doctor
says today.

Dr Trevor Stammers, a family doctor in London and a tutor
at St George's Hospital Medical School, Tooting, says that
making young people "afraid" of the possible consequences
of sex - pregnancy and disease - would be more effective.

Writing in the Postgraduate Medical Journal, he says
"Health education campaigns based on 'fear appeals' which
make their target audience feel susceptible to severe
and damaging consequences, are effective."

Dr Stammers is a trustee of the Christian organisation
which promotes family values, Family and Youth Concern.

-----------------------------------------------------------
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6th November 1999

_Swiss boy, 11, to face trial for incest with sister_

AN 11-year-old Swiss boy was formally charged yesterday
with incest in a case that has soured relations between
Switzerland and America.

The ruling by a judge in Golden, Colorado, that there is
enough evidence to proceed against Raoul Wuthrich means he
will appear in court on Monday. His American mother and
Swiss stepfather have fled to Switzerland for fear that
their three daughters will be taken away by the state.

Raoul's case has been taken up by Swiss newspapers. He was
arrested in August after a neighbour said she saw him
molesting his five-year-old sister. But the boy and his
parents maintain that he was only helping his sister to
urinate.

A former neighbor, Laura Mehmert, had reported seeing him
fondling his sister. The boy was arrested in August, three
months after Mehmert reported the incident to police.

Raoul's mother said the boy was taken from his bed when
he was arrested at 10:30 p.m., and held in handcuffs in
the patrol car. He has appeared in court in handcuffs,
shackled to other alleged juvenile offenders.

The boy, who has dual Swiss-American citizenship and is
known by his first name, Raoul, was placed in juvenile
detention after his Aug. 30 arrest at his family's home
in Evergreen.  Bail was denied because magistrate Marilyn
Leonard believed he was a "risk to himself and the
community" and might flee.

After 50 days of detention, and following protests by
the Swiss Foreign Ministry, the boy was being taken out
of juvenile prison and placed in a foster home. "We have
worked on getting him out of there," Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Monika Schmutz said. The boy will now be moved
to a what authorities call a 'residential treatment center'
when a place opens up.

Schmutz said the Ministry would continue to monitor
proceedings closely and reserved the right to take further
diplomatic steps. To publicize its actions, the ministry
has set up a Web site at
http://194.6.168.115/site/g/publikationen/RaoulW-trich.html

Raoul's supporters say the way the case has been handled
has been a miscarriage of justice. "I feel this was totally
blown out of proportion,'' said Hanspeter Spuhler, president
of the Denver-area Swiss-American Friendship Society. He
was among a dozen Swiss-Americans who protested outside
the courthouse and then attended the hearing.

The case has drawn an outcry from the popular media in
Switzerland, with television stations airing daily reports
from outside the Mount View prison. The mass-circulation
newspaper Blick has campaigned for his immediate release
and gathered nearly 9,000 petition signatures.

In a letter in Blick, the boy's U.S.-born mother said, "I
pray that this crime against humanity will end one day. I
hope... his wounds will heal.''

The Swiss section of human rights group Amnesty International
said it had contacted lawyers and authorities involved in
the case, seeking further information before deciding whether
to take action.

"Ten years ago, a harmless play of 'doctor' was considered
quite normal. But today, the prosecutors label it a crime
of violence," Blick said Monday in an editorial. "Ten- and
11-year-old children are imprisoned because prudish and
unrealistic lawyers want it that way."

-----------------------------------------------------------



USA:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_U.S. Judges Criticize Latest Internet Porn Law_

5th November 1999

            PHILADELPHIA - A government move to protect
children from pornography on the Internet came under fire
Thursday from a U.S. judge who suggested that the Child
Online Protection Act could lead to censorship as
restrictive as in 'Iran or Iraq.' The new U.S. law would
make it a federal crime for commercial Web site operators
to expose children under 17 to material deemed "harmful".

Government officials have been barred from enforcing it,
however, because of a preliminary injunction imposed in
February by a U.S. district judge who said he believed the
law would violate the constitutional right to free speech
under the First Amendment.

-----------------------------------------------------------
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_Federal appeals court strikes down N.M. law censoring
speech on the Internet _

4th November 1999

A federal appeals court has upheld a lower court ruling
prohibiting New Mexico officials from enforcing a state law
that criminalizes online distribution of material that is
harmful to minors.

The American Civil Liberties Union [http://www.aclu.org]
and 19 other plaintiffs sued the state in April 1998,
arguing that the Internet law - which was due to take
effect July 1, 1999 - violated First Amendment free-speech
rights.

Last June, U.S. District Judge C. LeRoy Hansen granted the
ACLU a preliminary injunction, preventing state officials
from enforcing the law pending the outcome of the lawsuit.

Hansen determined that the ACLU was likely to prevail on
many of its First Amendment arguments, including the fact
that the law would infringe on adult online communications.

New Mexico appealed Hansen's ruling, and last September
both sides presented their arguments before the 10th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals.

On Nov. 2, the appeals court ruled in *ACLU v. Johnson*
that the state law violates the First Amendment "because it
effectively bans speech that is constitutionally protected
for adults."

The 10th Circuit relied heavily on the U.S. Supreme Court's
1997 decision in *ACLU v. Reno,* which invalidated portions
of the Communications Decency Act that criminalized
"indecent" and "patently offensive" online communications.

The 10th Circuit rejected the government's narrow
construction of the statute. The law criminalizes
"knowingly and intentionally" communicating with a minor.
"It does not limit such communication to one-on-one
situations where the only recipient is a single minor," the
court wrote.

The court concluded that "the statute, as written, like the
CDA, unconstitutionally burdens otherwise protected adult
communication on the Internet."

Ann Beeson, ACLU national staff attorney who argued the
case before the 10th Circuit, said in a news release that
the "ruling tells state lawmakers in no uncertain terms
that they should stop passing and defending criminal bans
on protected speech."

-----------------------------------------------------------
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November 1, 1999

_Little Women_

  Overheard at a girls' soccer game:

  Mother No. 1: "Are girls maturing faster, or is it my
  imagination?"

  Mother No. 2: "I hear it's the hormones in our food."

And so the rumor goes. At the soccer field, the
playground or in front of the dairy case at the health food
market. Are kids really growing faster these days? And, if
so, why?

"I hear other mothers talk. We all feel that girls are
developing faster, and we have all heard the hormone
thing," said Avril Wood, a Yorba Linda-based food marketing
consultant and mother of two girls, ages 8 and 6. Like most
parents, Wood would like to postpone the onset of puberty,
and all its baggage, as long as possible.

But she and other parents may find the forces are
against them. Pediatricians, nutritionists, researchers and
school nurses all report that girls are developing breasts
and getting their periods slightly earlier than girls 40
years ago.

Pediatricians and school nurses are changing their
practices to address that development: "We don't worry
about breast development at age 8 anymore" because this is
no longer considered an abnormal medical condition
requiring extensive treatment, said Encino pediatrician
Howard Reinstein. According to a 1997 study reported in
Pediatrics, the journal of the American Academy of
Pediatrics, 15% of white girls and 48% of African American
girls showed signs of breast development or pubic hair by
age 8. The reason for the racial disparity is unclear. Last
year, the National Assn. of School Nurses issued a new
policy recommending that schools begin reproductive health
education in the fourth grade rather than the fifth, when
most schools teach it. "Nurses were seeing more
fourth-grade girls experiencing their first menses and not
being prepared," said Judy Robinson, the association's
executive director.

But few experts blame this earlier maturation on the
sex and growth hormones farmers give cattle.

"That's just another urban myth," said Ruth Kava,
director of nutrition for the American Council on Science
and Education. "Lack of exercise and increased body fat are
much likelier suspects."

Dietary hormones aren't taken too seriously because
many other factors are known to affect puberty's onset.
Nutrition, body fat, ethnicity and maternal genes have all
proved to play a role. Some suspect social influences: our
culture's sexualization of young people, society's pressure
on young girls to look grown-up, and even the presence or
absence of a girl's biological father. But estrogen
artificially implanted in steer? Not likely.

The Role of Nutrition

Health experts know nutrition plays a role, because
girls in this country today are reaching menarche (the age
when girls get their first period) sooner than girls 100
years ago. In 1890, the average age of menarche in the
United States was 14.8 years. Today it's 12.5, according to
the study in Pediatrics, which tracked 17,000 girls to find
out when they hit different markers of puberty. Other
developmental changes begin much sooner, often at age 8.

The main reason girls today develop sooner than those
in the first half of the century, researchers now agree, is
nutrition. Earlier development is a sign of better health,
they say, not of pathology.

Body fat also triggers the pituitary gland, a small
gland in the brain that is the traffic signal for puberty.
Thus, heavier girls mature faster than lean girls. The
increase of childhood obesity has almost definitely brought
down the age of puberty. Conversely, dancers and female
athletes who train hard may have very delayed or absent
periods.

Ethnicity is also a factor: Black girls, on average, mature
faster, while Northern European whites are among the latest
to develop. (The two groups reach menarche at 12.1 and 12.8
years, respectively.) As our population becomes more
racially mixed, girls as a whole mature sooner. Society
also puts more pressure on girls to look grown-up, said
Reinstein, which may psychologically influence them to
develop earlier.

Finally, father-daughter relationships may play a
role. In a study published in September in the Journal of
Personality and Social Psychology, researchers at
Vanderbilt University in Nashville concluded that girls who
have close relationships with their biological fathers
during their first five years of life experience relatively
late puberty, compared with girls raised without their
fathers present or by stepfathers. Researchers speculate
that exposure to the scent of unrelated adult men
accelerates puberty, while exposure to the scent of a
biological father inhibits it -- a phenomenon that occurs in
other mammals.

Looking at Other Factors

So, before pointing the finger at hormones in food,
researchers look to other factors.

"We have better nutrition, increased obesity, more
single parents, the sexualizing of youth in pop culture and
racial demographic shifts," said David Murray, research
director at Stats, a Washington, D.C., science research
group. "And against that background, people are blaming
hamburgers?"

But events in Puerto Rico some 15 years ago give
critics of hormone additives a basis for concern. Back in
the early and mid-'80s, children, mostly girls, in that
commonwealth were developing breasts as toddlers and even
menstruating as infants. The culprit in the now
well-documented incident, which affected at least 3,000
children, turned out to be the hormones farmers gave farm
animals, which provided the dairy and meat products in that
part of Puerto Rico.

The levels in Puerto Rico were exceedingly high
contrasted with the relatively low levels used in U.S.
agriculture today, Murray said.

The second episode that gave hormones a bad name came
several years before the Puerto Rico problem. In 1979, DES
(diethylstilbestrol), a strong estrogenic hormone being
implanted into cattle, was deemed carcinogenic and taken
off the market.

The hormones used in U.S. beef today were approved
after 1980, notes Lester Crawford, professor of food and
nutrition policy at Georgetown University and a former top
official at the U.S. Department of Agriculture. DES, he
adds, gave "all hormones a bad name."

The hormones farmers now implant in steer either occur
naturally in the animals or mimic those that occur
naturally, he adds. They include estrogen, progesterone and
testosterone, and two synthetic hormones, one that mimics
testosterone, and one that mimics estrogen.

"There's no way that the five hormones approved [for
implantation in cattle] in the United States affect
development or the onset of puberty. It's not
pharmacologically possible," Crawford says.

But while nothing in the literature suggests that
hormones in food affect puberty, Murray adds, "that's
different from saying that a link is not possible."

Effects of Growth Hormones

Farmers give growth hormones to dairy cattle and sex
hormones to beef cattle to boost production. By injecting
dairy cattle with bovine growth hormone (BGH) every two
weeks, milk production is increased 10% to 15%, said
Jonathan Beckett, a professor of animal science at Cal Poly
San Luis Obispo.

But that doesn't affect the milk, says Beckett. The
additive is undetectable in the milk. Also, BGH only makes
cows grow, not people, he adds. "The worry that kids will
grow extra large if they drink milk with BGH is ludicrous."

Farmers implant sex hormones into the ears of steer to
help the animals grow bigger, faster and to lower costs,
Beckett says.

"When you implant sex hormones in steer, they gain
weight 10% to 20% faster. The bottom line is for every $1
you spend, you get $20 back in growth," Beckett says.

The beef that results has far less estrogen in it than
many common foods. For example, said Beckett, a 3-ounce
piece of beef from a steer without added hormones has 1.2
nanograms of estrogen. (A nanogram is one-billionth of a
gram.) The same amount of beef from an implant-treated
steer has 1.9 nanograms. In comparison, 3 ounces of potato
have 225 nanograms and peas have 340 nanograms.

A girl before puberty naturally produces 54,000
nanograms of estrogen a day; a boy, 41,500. Nonpregnant
women produce 480,000 nanograms a day.

"We're virtually bathed in natural estrogen" in
amounts many times what is found in the beef we buy, Murray
says. And none of the other hormone additives are known to
pose the health risk of estrogen, which has been linked in
studies to some cancers in women.

Still, some people take little comfort in such
assurances, preferring food products that are more like
what Mother Nature intended.

"It just doesn't seem natural to manipulate livestock.
Animals should be allowed to grow at their natural rate,"
says Brian Baker of the Organic Materials Review Institute
in Eugene, Ore., a standards-setting organization for
certifying organic products.

Baker says that while science has not proved
definitively that hormones are unsafe, neither has it shown
them to be safe. "Those outside the organic community say
innocent until proven guilty; we say guilty until proven
innocent."

-----------------------------------------------------------
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_Girls and Puberty: How Young Is Too Young?_

New Guidelines Say Signs of Development as Early as Age 6
May Not Be Abnormal

October 26th 1999

Girls as young as 6 or 7 years old who display the first
signs of puberty are in many cases normal and do not
routinely require workups by specialists or injections of
hormones to delay maturation, according to new
recommendations by endocrinologists.

The guidelines, which are likely to prove influential
among the nation's pediatricians, appear in the current
issue of Pediatrics, the journal of the American Academy of
Pediatrics. They represent a significant change in what
doctors have considered to be a normal age for starting
puberty--a process that doctors say is beginning earlier
for girls, but not for boys.

"Some parents truly are shocked when their 7 1/2-year-old
daughter starts developing breasts," said Paul B.
Kaplowitz, a pediatric endocrinologist at the Medical
College of Virginia, co-chairman of the panel that wrote
the guidelines. "We're definitely seeing more of this and
nobody really knows why. These recommendations reflect a
realization that the standards we've been using for puberty
are really out of date."

For decades, doctors have routinely diagnosed girls
younger than 8 as having "precocious puberty" if they
showed signs of maturation, such as breast development.
Typically such girls have been referred to endocrinologists
for a complete workup to rule out a hormonal problem or
brain tumor. But in most girls who begin puberty between
the ages of 6 and 8, no disorder is found.

The recommendations, which represent a consensus of
opinion of the nation's pediatric endocrinologists, state
that African American girls 6 or older and white girls
older than 7 with beginning breast development or pubic
hair do not need routine workups for precocious puberty if
no other signs of sexual maturation--genital enlargement,
acne or growth acceleration--are present.

Since 1979 many girls with early puberty have been
aggressively treated with expensive monthly hormone shots
that shut down and even reverse puberty and, it was hoped,
prevented them from becoming abnormally short adults.
Typically girls grow an average of 3 1/2 inches after their
first menstrual period. Doctors have worried that girls who
started puberty in first or second grade would menstruate
earlier and might not reach normal height in adulthood.

But such drug treatment may be abandoned. The panel noted
that most girls who begin puberty early are tall for their
age and that hormone shots had no significant effect on
their adult height. Girls who started puberty early reached
normal stature without treatment, the panel concluded after
reviewing scientific studies.

The endocrinologists' guidelines are based primarily on a
study of more than 17,000 girls between the ages of 3 and
12 that was published two years ago. Marcia E.
Herman-Giddens, an associate professor of public health at
the University of North Carolina, and her team surveyed
more than 200 pediatricians' offices around the country and
found that by age 8, 48 percent of black girls and nearly
15 percent of whites had begun to develop. The reason for
the racial disparity is unclear.

Herman-Giddens's study, the most comprehensive of its
kind, documented what many doctors said they had been
seeing in their offices: that among American girls, puberty
was occurring much earlier than standard medical textbooks
indicated. Those textbooks reflected standards established
in the 1960s and were based on research conducted in
Britain involving 192 girls who lived in an orphanage.

Although puberty may be starting earlier for girls, some
aspects of it have not changed. The age of menarche, when
girls first menstruate, has not changed in the past 50
years, Kaplowitz and others say. White girls on average get
their first period at 12.8 years; for African Americans the
average age is 12.1.

"It's almost as though puberty has been spread out,"
Kaplowitz said. "The earlier puberty starts, the longer it
takes to complete."

Kaplowitz and his colleagues speculated that girls with
early puberty may have a "more slowly progressive form of
puberty" and their bone development is not accelerated.
 Experts say that studies are underway to determine the
reasons for earlier maturation. Some experts believe it may
be due to environmental changes, such as the use of
pesticides, or hormones and hormone-like substances known
as "endocrine disrupters."

Kaplowitz believes that obesity, particularly among white
girls, is a key factor. Among black girls, the relationship
is less clear-cut, he said, and some researchers believe
that genetic factors may be more influential among African
Americans.

"I think at least part of the explanation is overweight,"
said Kaplowitz, who is preparing to publish a study on body
mass index and early puberty. "We're also seeing a lot more
type II diabetes in young girls, which used to be extremely
rare." Type II diabetes typically develops in adults over
40, particularly if they are overweight.

One explanation for earlier puberty, Kaplowitz said, may
be that some girls have a surfeit of leptin, a hormone
manufactured by fat cells. A certain amount of body fat is
required for normal reproductive function, and an abundance
of leptin might contribute to earlier maturation. "It makes
sense evolutionarily, because if you were very underweight
you couldn't sustain a pregnancy."

-----------------------------------------------------------


Canada:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Pornography charges delayed in B.C._

October 16th 1999

VANCOUVER - The senior citizen who successfully challenged
British Columbia's child pornography law has had a court
appearance on a second pornography charge postponed.

John Robin Sharpe was to face the charge on Monday. But
prosecutors have delayed the case while the Crown goes to
the Supreme Court of Canada to appeal Sharpe's acquittal on
charges of possessing child porn.

Sharpe hopes the country's highest court will force many of
the laws around child pornography to be rewritten.

The 65-year-old man was charged after police and customs
agents seized collections of lewd short stories he had
written.

-----------------------------------------------------------



USA: Privacy news:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Can you trust TRUSTe?_

03 Nov 1999

_Critics say it can't punish licensees who break its
privacy rules. Group says it will announce any punishment
for RealNetworks by week's end_

With three licensees in six months under fire for privacy
violations, nonprofit privacy initiative TRUSTe is facing
doubts about its ability to protect consumers' privacy
online.

TRUSTe and other privacy services "come in after the fact
and say what the company did was bad, but they don't do
anything to solve the problems," said Richard Smith, an
independent Internet consultant who has uncovered several
of the worst incidences of online privacy infringement.
"Companies fall back on the seals a lot, though. They will
say to me, 'We are a member of TRUSTe.' But what does that
mean?"

At stake for TRUSTe and other seal programs, such as that
offered by the Better Business Bureau, is credibility.
Sites qualify for the seals by agreeing to post their
privacy policies online, and allowing seal providers to
audit their operations to ensure they're adhering to the
policy.

The latest flap was sparked on Sunday, when Smith posted
evidence on his Web site that Real Networks' RealJukebox
digital music player secretly gathered information on what
music users played on their PCs, sending it back to the
company. In addition, Smith charged that RealJukebox also
sends back a daily "status report" to RealNetworks,
revealing details about the music stored on a user's PC.
RealNetworks is a TRUSTe licensee.

On Monday, RealNetworks admitted to and apologised for
violating the privacy of the nearly 13 million users of its
RealJukebox product.

  [ Note: there have also been persistent rumours that the
    RealPlayer allegedly tries to e-mail an encrypted copy
    of your browser's bookmarks to Real HQ, after install. ]

Still, TRUSTe's credibility has at least been undermined,
as has that of sites that rely on the logo mark to show
that they do indeed follow certain privacy guidelines.

"These programs are great for public relations, because the
companies can say they have a privacy policy, but they are
a disaster for privacy protection," said Marc Rotenberg,
director of online privacy watchdog Electronic Privacy
Information Center. "The privacy seal organizations have
been really reluctant to go after their members."

The problem is compounded by repeated offenses:

RealNetworks is only the latest TRUSTe licensee to get
caught crossing the blurry line of online privacy. In the
past six months, at least two of its other licensees have
been reported to the Federal Trade Commission, the agency
charged with handling online privacy issues.

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK: privacy news:
-----------------------------------------------------------

Replay.com's anon remailer form at www.replay.com/remailer
will move to a new domain, and Replay will change it's name
into ZEDZ Consultants, as of 30/11/1999.  They say "We will
continue to provide our free services to the Internet, but
we haven't decided under which name that will be."

The cryptographic ftp archives will be available under the
'ftp.zedz.net' domain.

The anonymous remailer will be made available under a new
domain name.

The current remailer@replay.com will stop working
30/11/1999

The mail2news gateway will be made available under a new
domain name.

The current mail2news@replay.com will stop working
30/11/1999

-----------------------------------------------------------



Israel: privacy:
-----------------------------------------------------------

Bezeq to Launch Anti-Tapping Call Encryption Service
Within Weeks

Nov 1st 1999

The Ministry of Communications has approved the
inauguration of a new call encryption service by Bezeq.
The technology for encrypting incoming and outgoing calls
to prevent eavesdropping was developed by Israeli company
Microlink.

Microlink, controlled by businessman Mozi Wertheim (70%)
and Bezeq, tested the system in the Tel Aviv area in 1998.

At the beginning of 1999, they applied to the Ministry of
Communications for a license to operate the service, and
their application was approved two months ago.

Bezeq marketing manager Herzl Ozer has confirmed that the
company will start offering the service in a few weeks,
initially in the Dan area, and then throughout the country.

The system in question is made up of a platform called
SNAP, which is installed in a switch, and of a device
called MSEC, which is installed between the telephone and
the socket at the customer's home.

The device encrypts all incoming and outgoing calls on the
line. Whoever tries to eavesdrop will hear only a shrill
noise.

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK: Privacy editorial:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_BEWARE A KNOCK ON THE DOOR BY THE INFORMATION POLICE_

IMAGINE A future where you couldn't get away with anything.
Now imagine how liberated you'd feel in that future.
Imagine that there was a constantly updated record
somewhere of everything you did, every place you went, all
the things you spent money on. Your phone calls, your
written missives, your trips by car or public transport -
all that would be there, too.

Then, imagine that anyone could get that information easily
and quickly and inexpensively. The Government and the
police could get it, major corporations could have it, and
criminals could grab it pretty much at will.

Governments and police could make circumstantial cases
against individuals and major corporations could identify
and market to children and other vulnerable groups.
Criminals could hijack the good name and good credit of the
law-abiding, and terrorists and others whose agenda was
probably not much fun to contemplate could do even more
awful things.

Of course, this is a pretty good approximation of how the
world works today. Seemingly innocent information about
people is used - and misused - daily.

One school of thought holds that the problem isn't that too
much information is being gathered, but that not enough is.
At least that's an idea which has begun to circulate. The
theory runs something like this: in a world where
everyone's every movement is routinely tracked, it would be
difficult for people to get away with antisocial behaviour.
In such a world there would be less need for police; more
resources could be applied to restoring the unfortunates to
useful citizenship.

Automated routines could spot trends in behaviour before
they resulted in trouble. We wouldn't need police so much
as therapists to keep a lid on things. With the miscreants
in check, the world would become a safer place, and people
would devote less time and resources to protecting
themselves from crime and other abuses and would thus have
more personal freedom.

I have some serious reservations about the theory, though.
For one thing, power corrupts, and knowledge (aka
information) is power. Whenever power is distributed
unevenly, abuse follows. Just check that with any of Saddam
Hussein's victims or the minions of a few other choice
symbols of highly centralised power.

Some institutions, like governments and corporations, have
a pretty insurmountable lead in gathering information. For
one thing, they have thousands of workers whose only job is
to spend their days gathering information about fellow
citizens, and storing it on giant computer systems where it
can be easily retrieved.

These same institutions also have vast budgets that allow
them to pay the world's most capable computer scientists to
write sophisticated software that can assemble seemingly
disparate pieces of information into potentially damning
profiles.

With data about enough people in hand, correlations emerge
that allow for the pegging of a person's politics, say, or
sexual orientation - based on very little data indeed.
So, information, and thus power, flows to those with the
most information- gathering resources. An organisation with
a lot of information would have a lot of power and an
organisation with all the information would be all-
powerful. If you buy the absolute-power-corrupts-absolutely
argument, this is a big worry.

Case in point: few doubt that the spook departments of
major governments are powerful, and have engaged in
misguided abuses of that power - and these people quite
literally live and die by information.

Nature tends not to favour large, isolated aggregates of
anything. This is why there tends to be air in every corner
of a room - air doesn't naturally accrete to some
mysterious central power in one corner, leaving a vacuum
elsewhere in the room. Well, information tends to behave
similarly. The adage "information wants to be free"
underscores the tendency of information to spread rapidly
in all available directions. Evenly distributed information
empowers all equally.

Western history is full of examples of social arrangements
where wealth and power were not equitably distributed, and
life was rough in those times. Few of us, probably, would
be willing to trade our life for that of a feudal serf, for
example.

Thus an arrangement that allows the unequal distribution of
information is the first step toward the unequal
distribution of other things. Yet the mere gathering of
information isn't illegal - students and researchers do it
every day, and much good has come of that. In any case, it
would be difficult to prevent, even if it were to be
outlawed.

The only effective answer in my mind is strong encryption.
Encryption should be a millennial right of all humankind.
True, big computers can break even strong encryption, but
there aren't enough big computers to crack every small
detail of every citizen's life.

Even positing a benevolent information guardian, the
problem remains that someone would have to define terms
such as "antisocial". Most revolutionary ideas have been
branded antisocial at some point in their development.
Remember peace protesters? Freedom marchers? Future
software programmes may send the next Gandhi for
"corrective therapy".

Freedom through surveillance has just too much of a Big
Brother ring for me. I imagine a netizen somewhere,
e-mailing: "Give me encryption, or give me death!"

-----------------------------------------------------------


   [ Ianthe's end note:  I have the text of the UK's
     National Criminal Intelligence Service's "Project
     Trawler" report, if anyone is interested in getting
     it by e-mail.  It's 130kb. ]




Censorship/Australia:
-----------------------------------------------------------

October 22nd 1999

Australia's hastily passed Internet censorship legislation
could affect "tens of thousands" of businesses, says a
report by the Internet Society of Australia and law firm
Phillips Fox.

"The provisions of the Broadcasting Services Amendment Act
are fairly strong in terms of takedown notices and fines.
When it was introduced we thought it would affect about
650 companies," Executive Director of the Internet Society
of Australia (ISOC.au) Tony Hill said today.

However, according to the wording of the Act, it may
impact "tens of thousands of Australian businesses," Hill
said.

"We've had a close look at the way the definitions (used
in the Act) work for Internet Service Providers and
Internet Content Hosts. Any business that provides access
to contractors or other people not staff, is subject to
the provisions of the Act," he said.

"Secondly, if an organization is operating its own Web
services, as some do with cable modems or near permanent
connections, they are also subject to the Act."

"We received the analysis last week," from Phillips Fox,
honorary lawyers for ISOC.au, confirming the society's
suspicions.

Australia is running out of time to deal with the issue.
"The act is already law. It won't come into effect until
January, but that's only ten weeks away."

-----------------------------------------------------------



Photography:
-----------------------------------------------------------

Tuesday 2nd November_ 1999

_Carroll and a tale of three sisters_

A REMARKABLE friendship between the author Lewis
Carroll and three girls he met on a train journey is
disclosed by books and letters which have come up for
auction.

Minnie, Ella and Emmie Drury were returning to London from
Southwold, Suffolk, with their governess when they saw a
clergyman on the station platform passing and re-passing
their carriage window. They hoped that the strange-looking
man would not get into their carriage, but he did - and
proceeded to entertain them with puzzles, paper toys and
stories all the way to London.

The clergyman was Charles Dodgson, better known now as
Lewis Carroll, the author of Alice's Adventures in
Wonderland and other children's classics. Carroll remained
friends with the girls, photographing them and sending them
copies of his works. The result is a remarkable archive
that is expected to fetch up to 31,000 UKP when it is sold at
Christie's on Nov 29 by descendants of the Drury sisters.

Carroll's presentation copy of Alice's Adventures in
Wonderland, which he inscribed "for three puzzled little
girls - from the author", is estimated at 3,000 to 5,000
UKP. He wrote a poem inside which reads:

 Three little maidens, wear of the Rail
 Three pairs of little ears, listening to a tale
 Three little mouths, that thanked an unknown friend
 For one little book he undertook to send
 Tho' whether they'll remember the friend, or book, or day
 For three little weeks, is more than I can say.

Carroll also sent the girls an inscribed copy of his book
The Hunting of the Snark in 1876 (estimated at 5,000 to
8,000 UKP ), which also has a handwritten poem inside.

Carroll's friendship with the Drury sisters was one of a
number which he established with children but in the case
of Minnie Drury his fears that he might be forgotten within
a few weeks proved groundless. Their friendship continued
to his death - at the age of 66 in 1898. After she grew up
and married, he took her daughter, Audrey, to the theatre,
writing to ask Minnie if she could "give me a bed and lend
me a daughter as a companion to take to the play".

Audrey Fuller, Minnie's daughter, once recalled: "When I
was 12 he took me for my birthday to see The Professor's
Love Story, my first theatre, and we went all the way to
the Garrick in a hansom, a treat in itself." She said that
the author "sat all the time with my hand in his, we had
about the third row of the stalls and I loved it."

The collection -- which also includes photographs of one
young girl and a spoof invitation he wrote inviting himself
to a a garden party with Queen Victoria -- are expected to
sell for some 30,000 pounds ($50,000) at the November 29
sale.

-----------------------------------------------------------



USA: Art comment, from a national newspaper
-----------------------------------------------------------

November 1st 1999

_'Sensation' in Brooklyn_

The Brooklyn Museum of Art, as if persuaded by its own
ill-advised publicity that the art in its "Sensation" show
might endanger the welfare of its viewers, at first thought
it prudent to turn away children under age 17 unless
accompanied by an adult. It ought instead to have turned
away adult viewers unless accompanied by a child,
preferably one well under 17. Children are not squeamish,
nor capable of indignation. They giggle at things that make
adults uneasy. They do not carry a burden of art history,
so they will not dismiss things on the ground that it has
all been done before. They are not cynics, nor are they
"taxpayers." And they exist on the same level of feeling as
do many of the artists in this extraordinarily youthful
show. So borrow a child if you don't have one -- or better
still, be your own child, and treat the exhibition
initially as if you were making an expedition to FAO
Schwarz. There is, surprisingly given the title of the
show, no sex to speak of, though there are sculptures of
nude children who have some oddly distributed penises that
the child will find hilarious.

Whatever may be said on the floor of the Senate, it really
is art. Whatever has been said in City Hall, it is not
sick. It is, on the contrary, healthy. The worst that can
be said of it is that it is brash. It is the brashness of
art students the world around. There is an exuberance, a
confidence, a swagger unfortunately not to be found in the
demoralized American art world of today (for explanation
refer to the floor of the Senate and the offices of City
Hall).

-----------------------------------------------------------


Book notes:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_NOW OR NEVERLAND: Peter Pan and the Myth of Eternal Youth_
Ann Yeoman.  ISBN 0-919123-83-X. 192 pp. 1999.

--

"Falstaff" a novel by Robert Nye.

"...aside from the Shakespearean theme there is
also an ongoing relationship between Falstaff and
his (8-12) year old granddaughter."

-----------------------------------------------------------


USA: DVD note:
-----------------------------------------------------------

November 1999

_Two Years After Fuss, Lyne's 'Lolita' Goes on Sale_

Director Adrian Lyne knew that making a new version of
the classic Vladimir Nabokov novel, "Lolita," would stir
up controversy. He set out anyway to tell anew the story
of a middle-aged teacher and his love affair with a
underage nymphet.

Despite a strong cast -- including Jeremy Irons as Humbert
Humbert, Dominique Swain as the 14-year-old Lolita, Melanie
Griffith as Lolita's dominating mother and Frank Langella
as the evil Clare Quilty -- no one in America initially
wanted to distribute the 1997 film. Finally last year,
Showtime showed the movie and it was given a small
theatrical release by Samuel Goldwyn Pictures.

Though Blockbuster released the film on video earlier this
year, it was only available for rental in the chain's
stores.

This week, Trimark is offering the movie for sale on VHS
($15) and DVD ($25). The latter features Lyne's commentary,
**deleted scenes**, a documentary and even casting footage
between Irons and Swain, who was all of 15 when she did
the movie.

-----------------------------------------------------------


Wanted:
-----------------------------------------------------------

   [ Does anyone have an article in USA's "The New Republic",
     which reports on a survey of young, college-age women
     who remembered childhood sex play as positive experiences.
     March 15, 1999 by Margaret Talbot.  Or even the original
     survey paper ? ]

-----------------------------------------------------------
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  [ 1) The ASGL-L archives appear to have gone down again.  Am working
    on getting them up again elsewhere, but it will be a couple of
    weeks before that can happen.

    2) New issue of FP is up, and the second mirror is working fine.

    3) Forgot to add the header for the previous news posting.  It's
    down at the end of this one.

    4) No, you didn't miss any postings - there was a break from the
    17th to now. ]





'Ex Astris' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have had some more fun with Becky lately. Monday we went across town to
her best friend's house. He moved to the opposite side of town this summer
and goes to another school now. When we got back, her 5yr old lg friend
asked to come inside my apartment and play house with us. I went over to
meet her parents so they would know she was in safe hands ;) They had given
her permission to come inside my place without ever having met me. I don't
like that one bit. So I made sure it was okay with them and they knew what
unit I lived in. At one point when Becky was playing the baby, she laid down
and asked me to change her diaper. When I only pantomimed the actions, she
corrected me, instructing me on how to remove her shorts! Shaking like a
leaf, I undid her shorts, slid them off and gazed at her sky-blue panties
with pink flower designs. Then after pretending to clean her (I have no
desire to go to heaven, because I've been someplace better!), I replaced her
shorts. Shortly after that Sandy called Becky home and I sent Taylor home as
well. Becky also told me that she's got a 7yr old boyfriend. I think it's
cute and would love to meet him.

--

To Moomin: Sorry to hear about your negative experience. I had one recently
also. Becky, her friend Allie and Allie's twin brother and I were getting
back from a bike ride. So the brother wanted to cut across a field, about
150ft, to the building Becky and I live in. But we were no more than half
way through the field when an angry group of neighbours came around the
end of the building yelling at us to get out of the field.

Neither the kids nor I knew any of those neighbours and they were nearly
ready to lynch me when we reached the other side. They demanded to know who
I was and what I was doing with these children. I told them my name,
pointed to where I lived and made it bluntly clear that their parents knew
who I am and where they are. I didn't back down from them. I had a feeling
it would be like showing fear to an angry German Shepherd dog. Nothing came
of it though. The kid's parents backed and defended me, to my great relief.
You see, my secret to facing situations such as this is to act like you have
100% confidence in yourself and your right to be where you are and what
you're doing. Stand firm, but not arrogant.

--

To Sunstorm: I fully agree with your assessment of child/adult psychology
regarding love. Children obviously do feel love, but do not have the
perspective that adults do due to a lack of life experience. I know from
personal experience that a child is fully capable of romantic feelings and
to fall in love, as I did with my Debbie. But it's in a more pure,
unadulterated way. I for example did not know what the feelings were that
were developing within me. I had no basis for comparison, as I had never
experienced them before, nor had I discussed such things with anyone.

--

To D.A.: I had forgotten for many years my exhibitionist tendencies as a
child. From ages 7-15 I rarely did, but was thrilled to flash, even if no
one was around. I had always grown up feeling naughty if I was naked, even
if it was to take a bath. My cousin T. and I went streaking one night
when we were eight. We snuck out of my bedroom window just after 2am and
slipped out into the night of our neighbourhood. It was a blast, I
remember. About a year later I did the same with a friend. She had invited
me over to 'sleep in our birthday suits' as she put it. Not about to turn it
down, I negotiated with my mother to let me. Just like T., it was her
idea to streak. As one point when we were downtown on a well-illuminated
street, we suddenly got a spot-light in our eyes. The town cop had been
hiding in a parking lot between the town pizza place and an apartment
building, and we had been discovered! Fortunately we ran faster than I've
ever ran before and since, and were never caught. When we got back to her
place, we were so pumped from the rush that we made love more passionately
and wildly than we ever had. I still have fantasies of what I would have
done if I had the guts, but fortunately I was a pretty adventurous child and
do not live with many regrets ;)

I was going to post two erotic poems I recently dug up with my old
possessions from high school, but forgot to bring them to the college library
I used. Sorry to the friends I promised it to! I'll post them next time.

'Ex Astris'
----------------------------------------------------------------------------




'Rational' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi all!

First of all, 'Spike' asked me why now I played with dolls. Well I just
couldn't tell. It's just kind of something new to me that now I do like
the idea (and enjoy the actual doing of it)... I can say now I am
"girlizing", in the sense that now I feel more identified with lgs than
ever in my life... I don't know it's just a point of view, I mean, if
girls have so much fun on it there must be something about it,
right? I don't know what. And I bet all of you would still like the
games you played as children, OK maybe with some changes but the
essence will be the same. Besides, most games, specially girl games
are representing real life and well, later I will want to play with a
'living doll' of my own :)

--

lg-DrEaMeR: On child nudity, no criteria are universal...
I would discriminate for source but it's anyway pretty difficult.

I would take into consideration that most pix on the Net were shot
before mid-80s in Scandinavian countries and Netherlands, and that was
fully legal at the time and with real consent and knowledge from both
the child and the parents. But when you put it in general, it becomes
each time more difficult. You could argue that there is never a clear
boundary between what is porn and what is not, and you would
always be either violating free speech or not protecting a child.

Ideally, I would decide that any nudity, even porn, is OK if it was
shot with the child's consent (and the parents'), as it was some
years ago in countries I mentioned). You could still limit that
consent with a minimum age (it was 9 in Denmark and that's why
we have Liaka) AND also a maximum age in which parents could
be protected to take nudes of their babies (a legal loophole nobody
thinks on). Such a law would say: it is illegal to make a visual
depiction of a child under n (Me, I would not set an age, but this
is good enough for me. I would only have to fight to lower that age)
in a sexually explicit manner, without the child's written consent
and that of the parents' (or whoever has to be), save a depiction
of a baby under m made with the consent of the parents'. Notice
I wouldn't make distribution or possession illegal, but again, I
recognise my bias toward liberalising child porn. However, this is
an ideal stage. How can you know if a picture was taken with full
consent or if the child was kidnapped and beaten or drugged?
What if the parents exploited the child themselves in making
porn? What if they are paid for that by someone else and agree,
and they subtly convince the child with their authority? (Cases
have been proven to happen re the making of child porn by
kids who are sold or rented for that by their parents, but with
the use of force involved. I add the part of a possible consent
without the necessary information). I know I might be little
help but I tried my best. BTW, I loved your nickname.

--

Both 'Daveboy' and 'Liberator' talked in different ways about
unaware lgs. Liberator mentioned he and an 18 month old and
Daveboy said he dreamed/wondered of a lg who is asleep. Well all
I can say is that I can agree on Liberator's argument that she is
presently unaware and won't remember and that she didn't seem
to complain (babies don't usually _consent_ but know to complain,
loudly)

Daveboy's case is different. I thing she would wake up. Well I have
never heard of sexual arousal being capable of waking you up but
you never know (no, then erotic dreaming wouldn't happen right?)
Anyway, it can work once, twice, many times, but inevitably some
time she'll wake up. I knew about the case of a girl who every
night slept with her father (her mother abandoned them both)
since she was 3? Well, once when she was 7? she woke up in the
middle of the night and discovered her father was masturbating
with her hand. She kinda knew what it meant but pretended she
was asleep. At her 11, I think, they began to sleep separately and
nothing else was known to happen until she told her father that
she knew about it at ??? (sorry for the ages, but she was adult
anyway) which he, of course, denied. The point is, suppose she
DOES wake up but instead of making a big surprise face or letting
you enjoy her cookie or screaming right then that you're raping
her, she pretends that she's asleep and later tells her parents,
teachers, priest what you did and... Or, to put it in even
simpler words, what if she doesn't look at you with the same look
in her eyes from then...

So, I think that it's a duty to have that paedophile fantasy, but
NEVER act upon it.

--

Some people have mentioned when they decided to 'stop growing up',
and I want to say that I'll be 16 forever so all 10-15s are crazy about
me :) and 4-9 see me as their ideal boy :) while I can go to all 16-22
parties... sounds good (I'm 19) There should be this concept of an
"internal age".

--

'Snow Fairy' again inspired me with his story about the need for love
in poorer countries. Keep on! (...............)

--

Finally, well though I kinda broke with Y. I'm happy. Actually it was
her decision. She thought that we would be better as friends at least
now and argued it quite reasonably. We left the door open to be
girlfriend and boyfriend again later and it was all right to me.

Later, last Wednesday, as I was just going (by car) to eat at a
friend's house, I passed through my old school. I though I would
only have one or two rather sad memories, because, though that
was about the time when all kids are leaving, I had heard that they
had moved somewhere else (yes, the school moved). But it was
false. When I started to notice pupils I knew, I thought it just a
coincidence (they must live near here I thought). But as I
approached the gate it was clear to me that it was open right there.

OK, that rumour had been false... Then I saw to the other side of
the street and guess what?  I found my dear D. who I haven't met
in a long while. My most loved girl ever, the prettiest in my life
(each time more challenged anyway. I have to tell you), the one
I will love forever, my goddess <'light of my life, fire of my loins.
My sin, my soul' - Nabokov, of course>, she was there, as her
brother took her home. I was in the back seat and told my friends
to stop to say hi to them, whom I knew from the school (read for
me to worship this angel whom I knew because of the school).

They did and I could have two words with them. I actually ignored
what her brother said. Normally I am a friend but after months of
not seeing D. I couldn't help it. She said she was OK and looked
pleased to see me, that the moving was not to be ready for now
and whatever else I forgot. Her eyes were as beautiful as ever, her
hair was shining (I remember it darker, is she using camomile?),
her voice was the music I needed. She is 10 about to be 11 and
still she is as little as before, short and skinny, with the height
and weight of a 7yo. But she has started her final countdown: she is
starting to develop her breasts. I wanna see her again as soon as
possible. I'm working on my contacts of everyone in the school so
I can see her. Anything that happens, I will always love her. And
if I am close, anything can be. :)

Now finally, yes, there is a girl I just knew who challenges D. as the
prettiest I've ever known. I met a classmate's sister. She's 10 and
looks that age. She has a lovely short blond hair and so bright and
magnificent green eyes I couldn't help loving her instantly. Her
hands (the part I most like to watch, really) were as sweet as I
could dream of. Her face is extremely pretty and she seemed a
bit shy but anyway friendly, smiley and very lovely.  AND I was not
the only one who noticed her uncontested (or nearly) beauty. I
have a friend candidate for gl. I'll have to test him anyway.

Happy as ever,
Dreaming, always dreaming,

'Rational'
------------------------------------------------------------------------



'Sanctuary' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------------

After several months of absence I saw V... on the bus today.
I didn't know that she went to a school on the bus route. She
said she usually gets off an hour later. It was very difficult seeing
her as she was stone cold. I had to pry what little conversation
I could get from her and she never smiled. It breaks my heart
to see her this way but she has always been that way with me.
We used to have some fun together in the old days but those
times were few and far between. Usually she just ignored me.
It's hard to ignore her back though although some people tell
me that's what I should do. I wonder what I will do if I see her
again.

--

'Ex Astris' wrote
>Barely controlling an erection that she would surely have felt, I
>grabbed her legs out of the handles and brought us down the rest
>of the slide.

I love to play with them, too but why did you feel you had to
hide your erection? What would she have said if she'd felt it?

--

'Moomin' wrote:
>Thinking that the woman may tell Holly's mum about
>the incident I explained to mum about it myself,
>(though I didn't mention what the woman had said).
>Hopefully that will be the end of the matter.

If the mother knows you and trusts you then you shouldn't
have any trouble. I'm glad that Holly wasn't disturbed by it.
How did the mother react?

When K... and I were confronted in a parking lot when my car
broke down, she was shaken up and her parents wouldn't let her
go anywhere with me after that. I wish better for you.

--

'Sunstorm' wrote:
>She doesn't think like you.  She doesn't understand things the
>same way you do.

Actually I'm kind of glad they don't. Otherwise I might as
well go for an adult. I love a child's fresh thinking.

--

Hi, Frans. Glad to see you've made it over here to ASGL-L.
Enjoy your stay.

'Sanctuary'
------------------------------------------------------------------------




'Liberator' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------------

'Ex Astris' wrote:
>I think it just sounds like a denial thing with
>your parents. Maybe the news just hit a sensitive
>spot and they went into total denial.

Well yes, actually during the discussion my parents
told me they both had been sexually abused when they
were kids. I suppose they trust and love me too much
to associate me with the men that abused them. Maybe
I didn't make myself clear when I tried to tell them
I'd never do anything like that. I don't know.

--

'DaveBoy' wrote:
>I
>wonder if the TV program you refer to is the one I remember being
>shown over here (U.K.) in the early 80's, it was introduced by a
>Scottish guy with a very deadpan expression and was designed for
>the School education market. There was a whole series of them and
>they always used these animated drawings of kids to show all
>about the 'birds & bees'

I only have a recollection of the animations, can't
be sure if it was the same that you've seen but it
seems likely as programs like that aren't the most
usual ones on TV.

>BTW... I (and others, I'm sure) enjoyed
>your  post,  there may be some comments about your  actions  with
>that  18  month  old, I take your point about her not  being  old
>enough  to  remember  / be affected, but I trust  you  were  VERY
>gentle  in  your  approach.

I guess I didn't make myself clear in my previous
post, but I can assure you I could never live with
myself if I in any way intentionally hurt a child.

I love that particular girl more than my own life
and already did at the time of that act. Even though
the actions in the situation were all made by me and
the reason for why it all happened was my own sexual
interest, I also wanted her to enjoy it, or at least
not be bothered by what was done to her. If she had
shown any signs of wanting it to stop, I would've
stopped immediately, but she didn't seem to mind.

--

'insanity' wrote:
>A long time ago when I started out on my quest to figure out who I was
>and what I felt/believed in there were many sites that I had the profound
>good fortune to stumble upon.  yours needless to say was one of the first
>ones and from there I found PBL (now no longer in existence I gather).
>from there I found many writings that moved me but none so much as a certain
>one.  It was written by a GL nicknamed Ronald Mcdonald and reading it was
>one of the best things that ever happened to me.

I know what you're talking about, I first saw these
5 pages on a picture site maintained by a guy called
'qrs', who I think was in no way connected to Ronald
McDonald. Just like you, I was just beginning to
seek information about these things on the net and
I loved these pages.

>Though I did save the page numerous shufflings in both computers and my
>life in general have obliterated all traces of it.  but truth is though
>I do want to save the pages again I would very very much like to get in
>contact with "Ronald" myself.

I also saved the pages on my HD but they seem to
have disappeared. I've tried to look for them in
my backup archives and the web, but have had no
success :(

>they weren't part of PBL, they were a separate website linked to under
>the "thoughts" section - there were 5 pages, the last one was links I
>think as I already said his nick was ronald mcdonald and he advocated
>free speech.

Don't you mean PLF (Pedophile Liberation Front)?
PLF had a 'thoughts' section, I'm not sure if the
pages were in that section, but I once sent the pages
to the author of the site (The Slurp), and he told me
that as far as he knew, McDonald wasn't on the net
anymore and that he didn't like the idea of putting
the pages up without their author's permission, but
later he figured McDonald wouldn't mind it and
published the pages on his site.

BTW, when was it that you found the pages? It's only
been maybe about 18 months since TS put up the pages
on his site. If it was a lot longer ago when you
found them, this would make more sense because the
PLF site might've had some other name before. Also,
the 5 pages that TS put up last year were on the main
PLF site, not on a separate site as you remember them
having been. Maybe The Slurp had a link to the pages on
his site before, then took it away when McDonald
disappeared from the net and put the pages back on
when I sent them to him... or something :)

I hope you'll find the pages again, they were great
reading. I'm sure someone still has them.

'Liberator'
----------------------------------------------------------------------




'Bandersnatch' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

To 'Insanity':

The 'Ronald McDonald' pages you were looking for are currently here:

http://www.fpc.net/pages/plf/resources/ronald/page1.html

'Bandersnatch'
----------------------------------------------------------------------




'D.A.' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------------

my story part 3

by D.A.

More about my teenage years. After that brush with the law at 17 I
decided I'd had enough of being a virgin and went to a massage parlour.
No regrets for doing that, and thankfully no performance hangups either.
It's all I've ever known, I can't explain why I've never had a girlfriend
but I think it's a self image thing. I think it couldn't happen to me
therefore it doesn't. I've had my chances but I've always seemed to find
ways to blow them. My fantasies about lgs never really went away, but
my more recent experiences from my semi-regular massage parlour visits
were more dominant.

Fast forward to the beginning of this year when I first came on-line.
I resolved not to search for pics of lgs on the net but that didn't
last long. It didn't take too long for me to find what I was looking for
(Jenny and co.) I thought I would just have a bit of a look to satisfy
my curiosity and that would be it, I was very wrong. Nothing I have ever
experienced in my life comes close to my reaction to these pics, it was
like being struck by lightning and I haven't come down since.

I soon learned that it went beyond nude pics and I was just as interested
in the broader culture of gl (thanks to Fresh Petals). There are times
when I simply cannot believe what has happened to me. Something has been
brought to the surface and I've changed. It may sound crazy to you but
this has really happened. Has anyone else had a similar experience ?

That's all for now, talk to you again soon.

'D.A.'
-------------------------------------------------------------------------



'Diegh' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello there. I thought I'd let you all know of a Great movie that's out
in case you didn't know!!; it's called _Happy Texas_. Its about these
jailbirds that flee to Texas, and in order to get by they act like
gay guys and coach some cute little girls for preteen beauty/talent
pageants!! Check your local paper to see when it will come out
in your area.

Also, if you want to have more privacy in your real life then please
listen up, its for the good of Everyone regarding new proposed postal
regulations using PMB (Postal Mail Box) as part of your address for
postal boxes instead of being able to use a "street" address.

Check out: http://www.postalwatch.org/

So long, 'Diegh'
-------------------------------------------------------------------------



'Dalderious' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Ianthe commented:
>>[ Anonymiser is a pay-for service I think ?  What
>>  about www.replay.com/remailer which does the same
>> thing and is free ? ]

The email sending is a free service.

--

Thought I'd share this with you. It happened to me,
and I just can't get over it.

Rachel is an eight year old lg. Probably the only one
I know that I consider to be somewhat 'sexy'. Her
black hair goes down to her shoulders, but isn't that
thick, her smile is so cute, and the way she stands
and talks to you makes me so happy.

I may have mentioned it, but I shall do so again. The
way I met her was a delight. I saw her at an event.
Whilst I did not know who she was, I knew her family,
or at least some more than others. Anyway, she was
standing against a wall and was rather bored. To see
such a beautiful girl without a smile, knowing she
was in boredom, bothered me. Then there was the way
she leaned against the wall covered in her red attire.
I could not believe it. For the first time I saw a
female that I actually considered deserving of the
term 'sexy'.

Anyway, I decided that I would get her to smile. I had
to do this without making her nervous. So, I kept
walking past her, and glancing at her when I did, with
a happy smile on my face. I consciously had intent with
that smile, that she should be happy. It worked. After
a few 'passes' she started to respond with her own
smile. Mission accomplished. It is a good method to
use. Just make sure that no adults that don't know you
are around, or they'll probably get suspicious. Also,
wanting them to be happy is important. A shallow smile
is detected by children easily.

I see Rachel now and then, but rarely ever alone. In
fact so many people are around when I get a chance,
that I have to pretend not to be too interested. It
pains me when she wants more attention, and I just
can't give it out of fear. In fact, just yesterday a
quasi-friend mentioned to me while laughing
'Dalderious chases little girls'. I was frightened
internally. I started to tell him about what I was
talking to Rachel about, figuring I could make him
think that I was just entertaining a child, but he
just laughed it off. I am still unsure if he thought
it was funny that I was interested (non-sexually) in a
little kid, or that he actually noticed.. I shudder at
the thought.

Well, just the other week I saw her for a few moments.
I had not seen her in a few weeks so I was rather
excited. All I got was a wave. She was with her
parents most of the time, so I kept my distance.

Then next day I saw her again in a store, this time in
a pony-tail. I almost did not recognize her. I was
even thinking that I met a new lg. Well she was with
her older sister, and had only a moment. As soon as
she recognized me she waved and said 'Hi'. I waved low
so not too many people should see.

That wave really got to me. It was the cutest little
wave. Full hand, the attitude, the atmosphere, the
smile, the 'Hi', I don't rightly know what it was, but
I couldn't stop thinking of it. I don't know how to
explain it!

When I got outside, she was in the back seat of the
car. Her sister was in front, and a couple other X-lgs
were there too. Again she waved and smiled. I didn't
wave back lest the rest of them see. Especially since
my relationship with Rebecca took a turn for the
worse, I'm terrified of this one going bad.

Well, I saw her again yesterday for a short while. Her
parents were with, but they were waiting for
something. So I leaned against the wall, pretending to
just be there for no reason, and hoping that Rachel
would see me. She did and came over to me right away.
We flirted about the store. I said I didn't recognize
her  right away for she changed her erstwhile
hair-style (that rhymes) and she mentioned that she
didn't recognize me for some other reason. I then
talked about what she had gotten at the store. Later
on she mentioned another trivial piece about it.

The interesting thing was, she seemed as uninterested
in what we were talking about as I did. More she
seemed to enjoy being with a good friend, though still
a bit shy at times. That's why I decided that it
qualified as flirting.

Now, this is not the girl that I want to marry (Sarah
is), nor do I adore her the way I do my other lg
friends. Her high point is her friendship, and that I
enjoy being with her, even when talking about nothing.
The fact that she is sexy is icing on the cake. The
fact that she is an lg excites me as well.

And that wave. It just got to me. I wish I could let
her know that, if she doesn't already.

--

I wanted to ask on this list. As has been mentioned,
from the postings here I would say that the average
lgl is well educated and/or intelligent.

Has anyone here heard of lucid dreaming? That is the
state where one is dreaming and knows it. Has anyone
here practised it? I am curious to know more about it.
I am also trying to find a way to dream of certain lgs
and knowing that I did so in the morning. For *cough*
academic purposes. <bg>.

--

This is from an earlier post that I don't think ever
made it. I'm still thinking about it, so I thought I'd
post it again.

The other day, I was holding a four year old girl. She
had asked me to pick her up. Normally I would do whatever
she wanted easily, but there were too many people around.
In fact, she was the only female in sight. Well I held her.
She asked me to walk around with her. Although at first
I tried, I had to take her here and there.

( On a separate occasion she had come near me, and her
father went to take her home, as he was leaving. She
said, I'm going home with him as she came close to me.
Her father pulled her hand and said, "I don't think
so." Well, it's the thought that counts. :-D )

Everyone was bothering me about it. Asking me why I
was holding her. I said she won't let me put her down.
Indeed, whenever I tried, she asked me to pick her up
again. It was one of those bittersweet moments.

During the time one guy basically asked if I always
touched (little) girls. I mentioned that she was too
young. I like this guy. Though I like his sister a lot
more. :-) I've known her since she was seven, and now
she is eight. I see her now and then. Let us go with
my naming scheme, and call her Rachel.

She likes me. She tells me jokes, and certainly adores
the attention that I give. Possible she like the fact
that I stood up for her when her brother went to shoo
her away a few times in the past.

She is always to nervous to be with boys that she does
not know, and so I rarely get her alone. That is, I
can only get to her when people are around, I have to
see her where *she* wants to be. On one occasion I was
able to speak to her elsewhere. It was so enjoyable
having her so close, and finally sitting down and
talking.

Anyway, I'm just rambling.

One last thing. There is a certain eighteen year old
whom I know. He keeps making fun that I flirt with
Rachel. Just the other day he asked me why I wasn't
flirting with her just then. He seems to be joking,
but wonder if he is jealous. One day when I was
talking to another lg, he stood by and smiled.

I think that the next time he says something like
that, I'll ask him if he's jealous. I wonder if I can
ever find out his true feelings.

'Dalderious'
-------------------------------------------------------------------------



'St.Nicholas de Myna' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello everyone.

It has been a very long time since I have written anyone on this list... .
...about a year almost,... I think ,.... anyway,  while I was away I got
some ideas in my head that I want to share. Before I do this let me tell you
about me first.

I am a Trinidadian. I once was a student in a University in the United
States, but I had no money to continue, I had to return home. Now,...
NOBODY knows what I am; an lgl. If they found out , they would ostracise
me,... this country, in my opinion, does not like children, much less
lgls....

I live with my parents, (who probably suspect something but are too afraid
to ask) in a residential area. I live next to two neighbours who have lgs.

One of them has two girls whom I think are sooo sexy! (By the way,
does anyone here like black girls as much as I do? I would like to
know...)  For about several Sundays straight when I am out doing chores
she comes out in nothing but her green panties on. Out of respect for
my neighbours I tell her to go back inside, but, fortunately for me
she doesn't!:)

I do think that your site, Ianthe, is wonderful. Thanks a lot!....

I was wondering though,...  what if we could spread around our ideas more?

By the way, please tell me where PLF site has gone ,... I would really
like to know,....

Thanks

'St.Nicholas de Myna'
--------------------------------------------------------------------------




'Stephen' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

As a newcomer here,  I've been enjoying reading the archives.  I noticed
there was naturally a lot of discussion about the new Lolita movie.  I
enjoyed it myself, although I agree that Dominique Swain was still  too
old.  In a biography  of V. Nabokov by Brian Boyd, he quotes Nabokov as
saying his favourite choice for an actress to play Lolita would have
been Catherine Demongeot.  This was the girl who starred in 'Zazie dans
le Metro' by Louis Malle. She is very young, twelve at the most.   Now
that would have been a truly controversial movie:))

--

I also have a movie recommendation for those who may not have seen it:
'La Petite Sirene' (_The Little Mermaid_).  It's about a relationship
between a 14 year-old girl and an older man.  It's available from
Amazon.

Take care everyone,

'Stephen'
--------------------------------------------------------------------------




'Brother Chubba' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi-dee-ho!  This probably wont get out when I want it to so these
replies may sound a little out of date.

To Ex-Astris (not Darth any more):
God I know how you feel, and thank you for sharing, I'm sure it
wasn't pleasant delving back into your past like that.  Regarding
my friend, he could potentially do a LOT of damage to my life if he
wanted to, using the fact that I'm a paedophile to destroy my life
utterly, but the fact that he has said (after a discussion with me)
that sexual contact between adult and child, if both are consenting
, and the adult truly cares for the child, and there is minimal
harm coming from it, is fine with him.  This belief shows that if
I, his best friend were to then come along and say "By the way old
chap, I fancy little girls," he couldn't really then go and nail me
to a cross and burn me.  I trust him not to tell anyone else, but
the problem I have is will it drive him away?

(oh and if I remember rightly Tr'Pakh's name is a planetary system
from the _Privateer: the Darkening_ game (or _Elite: Frontier_ ) but
it does sound Klingon).

--

To Spike

I haven't been on the list all summer, so I missed your earlier
posts.

About the rest, as Loaded magazine would say "Good Work Fella!"

Oh, and 9yrs old is a QUALITY age, and I thought about a demo for
pedo pride day but we'd probably just all get killed!!  You can
imagine the headlines "Righteous crowd smites the paedophile menace!"
or "People Pound Perverts!!" for The Sun [British national tabloid
newspaper - typical headline "Freddie Star Ate My Hamster!" ].

--

To Daveboy, haven't managed to catch the show yet, but if it's on next
week I'm taping it (it better be good :)

--

To Sunstorm
I agree with so much of what you say about child development it's
unbelievable!  Thank you for finding words for something I've been
wanting to say for ages!

--

To Yuri
While I agree with all you say I feel your "Preaching to the
converted" a little here. No offence or anything.

--

I have had a good few days!  At the food shop my family owns there is
a family living two doors down, now they have a 10 yr old daughter who
is brilliant, "Mad as a hatter", has a lovely throaty(ish) voice, and is
sexy as {copulation} (That was Brother Chubba's new profanity editor).

Now over the year I've worked there, with me out back mostly, we don't
have much contact (oh yeah, her name's A.).  I've never got so much as a
smile out of her... until now!  Now it may not seem much but a smile is
enough from a girl like that, and a giggle... well, I was enchanted! But
work beckoned (dammit).

Today was Sarah's 8th birthday, and she gets cuter all the time.  And
so do all her little friends at her party!!  Wow, just spectating was fun,
but when you are bullied into joining in (okay, so I wanted to really) and
you win a prize, you can't really complain about 6, 7-8yr olds diving on
you!  My mother ofcourse split up the ruckuss and apologized to me (isn't it
a swine when they do that, or as Loaded would say "Bunch Of Arse!" (sorry,
quote!))  Well it was a good day!  I'm gonna be teaching Sarah to play
chess over the coming weeks (and weeks) so that will take patience (I seem
to have that for some reason ;)

   [ tip - let her win! ]

See ya all! (metaphorically speaking of course)

'Brother Chubba'
--------------------------------------------------------------------------






[ Press-cuttings round-up ]


* UK: _Police search powers are curbed_
* UK: _Parents 'want more men' in childcare_
* UK: _Obscene Interpretation of the Law_
* UK: _Children to get lessons in massage_
* UK: _Internet children do better in exams_
* UK: _Roman Catholic Church in Scotland sets up "report line"_
* UK: _Toy ban paedophile leaves home_
* UK: _Children should be taught to fear sex, says doctor_
* USA: _Swiss boy, 11, to face trial for alleged incest with sister_
* USA: _U.S. Judges Criticize Latest Internet Porn Law_
* USA: _Federal appeals court strikes down law censoring speech
  on the Internet _
* USA: _Little Women_ (earlier puberty)
* USA: _Girls and Puberty: How Young Is Too Young?_
* Canada: _Pornography charges delayed in B.C._
* USA/Net: _Can you trust TRUSTe? or RealNetworks?
* Net: New url and name for Replay.com
* Israel: Anti-Tapping Call Encryption Service Within Weeks
* Australia: Hastily passed Internet censorship legislation
could affect "tens of thousands" of businesses
Photography
Art comment
Book notes
DVD note
Query
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  [ Ianthe writes:  We have a new ASGL-L zip archive at:

    http://www.callnetuk.com/home/papageno/asgl/index.html

    and there are plans for a mirror with full archives and
    a new news postings archives site, soon.  ]





'oskar' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------

I haven't written in a long while, but I have a few things to say.

'Dalderious' wrote:
>Has anyone here heard of lucid dreaming? That is the
>state where one is dreaming and knows it. Has anyone
>here practised it? I am curious to know more about it.

It's kind of funny that you brought that up. I first heard about it six
months ago in a psychology class. Supposedly only 3% of people experience
it. Until then I thought that everyone experienced it (as I do and always
have). I was amazed that such a low percentage experienced it. I came home
and told my friend about it. He was just as shocked as me, as he experiences
it as well. Just the other night I had a strange dream (most recent example)
in which I was ordering people around for some reason or another and someone
asked why they had do do something that I told them, I replied "because it's
my dream, stupid." I thought it was funny because I'm never like that in
real life. I have never used lucid dreams to take advantage of a girl. I was
in a situation once, but I would have felt awful about it, even in a dream.
I rarely have any dream that involves a little girl anyway.

--

I was wondering if anyone else here is involved in a similar situation, or
has similar feelings as what I'm about to describe.

I have a friend. I would consider her my best friend. I love her a lot.
(She's my age, well actually two years younger- 20) I'm starting to realize
that I think I am completely in love with her. I have never felt this ever
before. These are even stronger feelings than I've had for any little girl.
She knows about my attractions. I've talked to her at great lengths about
it. She is truly a great person. She is so understanding of me and my
feelings. The first thing she said to me about it (i didn't know her that
well then, she found out about me through another friend), was that it must
be incredibly frustrating, and that Her and her friend talked about me and
said that they both wished they were 10.

I'm wondering what I should do about the situation. I really think I should
tell her (although I think she believes that I wouldn't be attracted to
anyone over 12).

I just want to know if anyone has felt the same way.

I wish everyone the best.

'oskar'
------------------------------------------------------------------------




'Moomin' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dear Friends,

'Moomin' here. Thank you 'Ex Astris' and 'Sanctuary' for your kind
words. Your experiences sound much more scary than mine.

'Sanctuary' wrote:
>When K... and I were confronted in a parking lot when my car
>broke down, she was shaken up and her parents wouldn't let her
>go anywhere with me after that.

I find it disturbing that someone would make a scene which would
scare a child. Would you care to explain a bit more about this? When
the woman approached me and demanded to know where I was
going with Holly, she was at least tactful. I was startled because my
attention had been totally absorbed with Holly. Holly's mum accepted
my explanation. She's so nice, that I feel compelled to be on my best
behaviour. It's not always easy though, because the girls are so friendly.
I've visited the girls twice since that day, and things are just great as
before. The only "problem" I have now is rationing my time fairly
between them, as they get so jealous of each other! Bless them.

--

'Rational' wrote:
>First of all, 'Spike' asked me why now I played with dolls. Well I just
>couldn't tell. It's just kind of something new to me that now I do like
>the idea (and enjoy the actual doing of it)...

I agree with you 'Rational'. Why not play with dolls? I've always loathed
the "boys don't play with dolls" dogma.  Dolls are full of pathos. A beautiful
damaged (injured?) doll (like a 19th Century Jumeau) could easily bring a
tear to my eye. Besides that, relating with dolls brings you closer to the
girl's personal creative world. When his daughter died at the tender age
of five, the philosopher Descartes had a doll made exactly the same size
as she was. He took the doll everywhere. I find this story extraordinarily
moving.

--

'D.A.' wrote:

>It didn't take too long for me to find what I was looking for
>(Jenny and co.) I thought I would just have a bit of a look to satisfy
>my curiosity and that would be it, I was very wrong. Nothing I have ever
>experienced in my life comes close to my reaction to these pics, it was
>like being struck by lightning and I haven't come down since.

Looking at the Sensation exhibition of Brit Art on the web I noticed that
almost anything, no matter how distasteful, can now be considered as art.
So why not child erotica too? Some is ravishingly beautiful. An example I
saw, professionally photographed with a white background: A little
(probably Japanese) girl of about 10 years old standing erect dressed only in
a pair of black stockings, and shiny red shoes. Loosely wrapped around her
slender naked torso is a bright red ribbon, the end of which she holds
between her teeth. Phew! Isn't this worthy of being treated as art too?

--

'Stephen' wrote:
>In a biography  of V. Nabokov by Brian Boyd, he quotes Nabokov as
>saying his favourite choice for an actress to play Lolita would have
>been Catherine Demongeot.  This was the girl who starred in 'Zazie dans
>le Metro' by Louis Malle. She is very young, twelve at the most.   Now
>that would have been a truly controversial movie:))

Welcome 'Stephen'! And thanks for the tip of 'La Petite Sirene'. For those
who don't know it, Zazie is a very anarchic film full of irrepressible girl
power! Of course, the director Louis Malle later made the notorious "Pretty
Baby". With the news that girls are maturing earlier, the remake of Lolita
should have featured an actress  no older than 8! Now THAT would have been
a truly controversial movie!

Well, I've chatted longer than usual. I'll wish you all safe and happy times
in the wonderful world of little girls .

'Moomin'
------------------------------------------------------------------------




'harbor boy' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi Ianthe:

There is a new young girl movie that will be premiering November 24th,
in New York and L.A., entitled "Tumbleweeds". I have seen one sneak
preview add for it in a theater, and it looks quite good. It appears
to be a mother and daughter "buddy movie". The young actress who plays
the part of "Ava" is newcomer Kimberly J. Brown, and she's
definitely pretty. She looks about 12 or 13.

There is a full page color ad for it in today's Sunday Los Angeles
Times Calendar section, on page 25. It is an upper body shot of both
Kimberly and the woman who plays her mother in the film, and Kimberly
is wearing a one-piece green bathing suit. From what I remember of the
preview, there were several scenes where Kimberly was revealingly
attired, including what appeared to be a scene of her changing. And,
best of all, she actually appears to BE the age she is portraying,
instead of the usual Hollywood practice of having 19 and 20 year olds
portraying girls in their early teens. (Also, this is an independent
film, not one by the major studios).

Today's Sunday Calendar is featuring the winter movie sneak preview
descriptions, and here is the blurb for "Tumbleweeds": "A
free-spirited mother and her daughter (Janet McTeer and Kimberly
Brown) leave the South and seek freedom in San Diego, but mom fails to
leave behind her penchant for stormy relationships."

BTW, I don't believe that I had seen the Swedish film "Show Me Love",
when I had sent the info about it to you. Well, I have to tell you
that I was VERY impressed with it, and the story of an awkward, shy
girl, and her attraction to one of the most popular girls in her
school, and the events that occur when the popular girl realizes it,
was played out very well. (It seemed strange to me that the
character of the unpopular girl in the film felt she was not pretty,
as I thought she had a slight resemblance to a younger Genieve
Bujold. Sadly, so many young girls feel they are not pretty, when, so
often, the opposite is really true). I could see why it would be so
popular in Sweden. I had definetly planned to see it again. However,
it played in three art house theaters in L.A., for two weeks, and now
I think it's completely gone, which is too bad...

Anyway, I'm really looking forward to seeing "Tumbleweeds", as it
appears to be a very good movie on several levels.

Anyway, take care. And thanks so much for all of your efforts...

--later posting--

Hi,

The film I recently sent you a message about, "Tumbleweeds", the
mother and daughter film that had a pretty young girl, who appeared to
actually BE the age she was portraying, 12-13, has received three, out
of a possible four rabbits, a decent review, in the new issue of
Playboy. The film is opening November 24th. It's a brief review, and
here it is:

"There is little in Tumbleweeds (Fine Line) we haven't seen before: A
trailer-trash woman breaks up with the latest in a long line of
loutish boyfriends and takes to the road with her precociously
world-weary daughter. What sets this film apart is a gallery of
exceptional performances and a keen eye for detail on the part of
co-writer and director Gavin O'Connor. You'd never know Janet McTeer
isn't a Southern belle; in fact, she's a British-born,
Tony-Award-winning stage actress. Kimberly Brown is every bit her
equal as the daughter who yearns for some stability in her life. And
the truck driver who becomes both live-in boyfriend and father figure
is played to perfection by O'Connor himself."

--

BTW, I just wanted to mention that I am going to join the ACLU. I am
going to call them Monday. You had mentioned, in one of your
news pieces, that the ACLU was going to take up the cause of some of
the defendants who had been entrapped in the American government's
obsession with entrapping "pedophiles" on the internet by having
agents posing as 13 year old girls in sex chat rooms. Given the lack
of such real-life individuals in sex chat rooms, it is a "problem"
that is virtually non-existent to begin with.

I have, for so long, felt helpless about being able to do anything
against a government that is engaged in this, and other, kinds of
behavior against it's citizens. I'm glad the ACLU is FINALLY getting
going on this. BTW, I already was a member of the ACLU for a short
time, but let my membership lapse. This is as good as any reason to
get back with them. Take care.

All the best,

'harbor boy'
------------------------------------------------------------------------




'v.k.' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi.

I found a legal French magazine which you will certainly
appreciate: _Photo_ #359 (Mai/May 1999) --yes, you guessed:
"special enfants"! ;)  It's now several months old, & perhaps
you might not be able to find it where you live, but it
is anyway worth looking for, I'd say.

A query: in a photography book published in Spain (_La
fotografia del siglo xx_. museo ludwig colonia." (by respected
European art publisher Taschen) p.221) I found a photo by a
photographer named Chadwick Hall, showing a gorgeous little
girl stripped in front of a group of middle-aged men who look
very Victorian. By the way, she looks very much like Hajime
Sawatari's "Alice" to me. Any idea who this photographer
is, where I might find more of his work?

Oh, yes! and on p.509 of the same book there is a superb photo
by Barry Pringle (remember I asked about him some time ago?).
nice, indeed! :)

take care,

'v.k.'
------------------------------------------------------------------------




'Giggle Maker' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------

A long long time ago (Mar 16, 1998 to be exact) I mentioned that my
all-time favorite book is "The Witches of Karres" by James H.
Schmitz.  Since the book is out of print and hard to get, Ianthe
suggested that I scan it and put it on the web.  I've now done that.

The "witches" mentioned in the title are three delightfully
free-spirited and aggressive little girls who have magical powers.
The male lead (Captain Pausert) is a bumbling spacefaring merchant
who rescues the girls from slavery and takes them home, falling in
love with them in the process.  It's a delightful story.

Please visit the site:

pausert.tripod.com

This site contains the original Novelette version of the story,
first published in a magazine in 1949, not the later full-length
book.

I spent a long time scanning and preparing this site -- I hope some
of you will read and enjoy the story.

'Giggle Maker'
--------------------------------------------------------------------




'true777' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------------

This is my first post, I hope its posted with everyone else's.
Most of you like to tell your experiences you've had with little
girls, "lg's".  This is all very new for me... even the IDEA of
a "benevolent" pedophile is very new to me (I'm from the USA).
Most people think its the highest form of evil.  I have many
questions. And no one to ask ...so I'll ask you guys.

Do you think its ok to have sexual activity with a child if they
like it - is it ok for a mom/dad to have sex with son/daughter.
Is brother/sister sex ok?  If your child had a crush on an adult,
would you say its ok for them to have sexual activity even if
your child is like... 7 years old and the adult is like 30ish??

Are there other net sites that talk about this ?

I don't know how I feel about these things, I've always been
attracted to girls 7-12, but I've always felt horrible about
it. Any info you can give me will be wonderful, I hope you all
respond.

love this list,

'true777'
------------------------------------------------------------------------
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UK:
-------------------------------------------------------------

12th November 1999

_Lives ruined by false claims_

THE lives of hundreds of teachers are ruined every year
by wrongful allegations of child abuse. It is one of the
biggest problems facing the four main teaching unions in
England and Wales.

Nearly 1,000 members of the National Association of
Schoolmasters and Union of Women Teachers have faced police
investigations into accusations of abuse in the past eight
years. Of these, 850 had no ground for prosecution.
The union defended members in 150 court cases where pupils
made allegations of physical and sexual misconduct. Only
seven were convicted by the courts.

The union believes these figures should be multiplied at
least three times to show the real extent of the problem.

Bogus allegations by pupils were at their worst when the
Children Act came into being in 1989. It meant the welfare
of the child reigned supreme and resulted in many immediate
suspensions among the 400,000 teachers in England and
Wales. New procedures to deal with bogus allegations were
set down in 1997.

Renate Williams's [the teacher recently aquitted of sex with
a 15 year old boy while on a school trip] own union said last
night that her conduct had not helped teachers who were the
subject of malicious accusations. Doug McAvoy, general
secretary of the National Union of Teachers, said: "Many
teachers suffer through false accusations, affecting their
jobs and domestic lives. We defend about 70 such serious
allegations each year."

Ms. Williams now says she intends to sue the school involved
over the way the allegations were handled.

-----------------------------------------------------------




UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Girl, 12, on sex offence register_

A 12-year-old girl who engaged in indecent assaults
with young boys was yesterday placed under a
supervision order for 12 months.

The girl, who cannot be named for legal reasons,
became the youngest girl to sign the sex offender
register when she pleaded guilty to five charges
at Manchester's Minshull Street Crown Court.

She admitted three charges of indecent assault
against three boys aged four, five and six, in
the summer of 1998 when she was aged 10 and 11,
and two counts of inciting a girl under 14 to
commit acts of indecency. Six other charges against
her have been left to lie on file.

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------

12th November 1999

_Glitter gets four months for indecent images_

Pop star Gary Glitter pleaded guilty today to 54 child
pornography charges, and was sentenced to four months
in prison.

The singer admitted at Bristol Crown Court the offences
of making indecent photographs of children under the
age of 16 between January 3, 1997 and November 18, 1997.

The child pornography charges came after a member of
staff spotted the material when Glitter, 55, took his
computer for repair at PC World in Bristol.

The star was arrested by police at the store and later
charged with the porn offences.

He was also charged with eight counts of sexually
assaulting a besotted, underage teenage fan, who sold her
story to the News of the World after reading about
Glitter's arrest on the porn charges.

But he was cleared of those offences after a four day trial
when the jury of eight men and four women delivered not
guilty verdicts having deliberated for over seven hours.

With good behaviour, the singer is likely to be released
early in the new year.

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------

11th November 1999

_Appeal Court judges slash teacher's porn sentence_

A school teacher's four-month sentence for downloading
child porn from the Internet has been upheld by the Court
of Appeal.  However the judges also ruled the sentence
was wrong in principle and excessive and reduced it to
a 12-month conditional discharge.

The sentence had previously been quashed on appeal but
the judges ruled that downloading or printing indecent
material constituted an offence equivalent to "making"
photographs.

B[...] was caught when he took his computer in for repair
and indecent material was found on it.

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------

13th November 1999

_Scout master molester walks free from court_

A scout master who rubbed massage cream on teenage
boys' bodies left court a free man last night.

While Raymond W[...] was a scout leader he encouraged
teenage boys to do weights in his home. He abused one
of the teenage boys by telling him his testosterone
would increase if he could rub special "Male Hormone
Compound" over him during a physio sessions in a
makeshift gym at his home, Caernarfon Crown Court heard.

W[...], of Anglesey, admitted nine cases of indecent
assault but was allowed to walk free after receiving
a suspended two-year jail sentence.

Defending, Meirion Lewis said the pensioner's behaviour
did not progress into sexual activity.

Disabled W[...] has had to register as a sex offender.

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------

8th November, 1999

Newcastle, England

_Lesbian youth worker faces jail over affair with
15 year old girl_

A youth worker was allowed to carry on in her council
post despite admitting lesbian sex with a 15-year-old
girl. L[.] did not meet the girl as a result of her
council duties.

Christine L[.], 34, has been warned she faces jail
after admitting indecent assault at Newcastle Crown
Court.

L[.] was suspended by the council, where she
worked with vulnerable youngsters, when they
first heard the allegations.

She admitted to council officials to having a
affair with the underage girl and promised it would
stop.  She was then allowed to return to her duties.

However, the relationship continued and in August
police were alerted after a complaint from the
victim's parents and L[.] was charged with three
counts of indecent assault.

A council spokesman said L[.] confessed to the
offence at a disciplinary hearing in May, but
that officers neither sacked her nor called in
the police.  But when the police investigation
began she was again suspended.

Judge Helen Paling, sitting with two magistrates,
granted L[.] bail while a sex offender treatment
team assesses whether she poses a risk to other
girls.  She will return to be sentenced later in
the month.

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------

7th November 1999

_Straw to extend Northern Ireland terror laws to mainland_

SWEEPING new powers to ban extremist organisations are
to be contained in a bill included in the Queen's speech.

Jack Straw, the home secretary, is braced for criticism
from civil liberties organisations likely to protest at his
plan, which will see many of the anti-terrorist measures
implemented in Northern Ireland over the past 25 years
introduced across the United Kingdom on a permanent basis.

Almost all of The Prevention of Terrorism Act provisions,
plus extra powers, are to be put into the new permanent
UK-wide anti-terrorism act.

The new measure will be unveiled on November 17 when the
Queen announces the legislative package for the forthcoming
parliamentary session. Straw's bill, agreed with the
Northern Ireland Office, will provide a new definition of
terrorism.

Instead of applying only to violent acts intended to
further political objectives, it will also cover acts
driven by ideology or religious belief - a change intended
to bring groups such as the Animal Liberation Front and
computer hackers within its ambit. Even protests such as
that orchestrated by the non-violent Reclaim the Streets
group, which brought gridlock to the City of London in
the summer, could be covered.

-----------------------------------------------------------




Eire/Ireland:
-----------------------------------------------------------

10th November 1999

_An Irishman's Diary_

  _We now seem able to convict a man of being a pederast
  on evidence so risible that it wouldn't even pass
  muster in a Stalinist show trial._


There throughout my adult life been a few things I have
been utterly confident I would never freely do. I would
never rub salt in my eye. I would never stick my tongue in
a live light socket. I would never try to understand how a
computer works. And I would never defend John Charles
McQuaid.

Actually, John Charles himself is not the primary object
of what follows so as much as the rules of evidence by
which we make judgements about anybody and anything, never
mind eminent churchmen and paedophilia. If people may be
convicted on the sort of witnesses which John Cooney
produces to show that the former archbishop of Dublin was a
pederast, then I may as well come clean here and now: my
name is Lee Harvey Oswald and I shot the Martin Luther King
at Bal na Blath.

What evidence? What is the evidence that John Charles
McQuaid was a childabuser? First, witness Y, who, aged
nine, was summoned to McQuaid's study, where the
archbishop's lewdest deed seems to have been fingering his
pectoral cross. He did not mention sex, but merely asked Y
if there was anything he wanted to tell him. Not knowing
anything about sex whatever, little Y said no. Are you
sure?, asked the archbishop. Yes, said little Y. Exit
little Y; end of story.

_Pretty riveting stuff, I think you'll agree_.

The next bit of utterly compelling evidence that John
Charles was a rampaging child-abuser came from X, who was
16 when the archbishop in a private conversation discussed
sex with him. Now some people might feel that a discussion
with a teenager about sex is not unusual - that, indeed,
what better age is there to discuss sex? However, there is
more. At one stage, McQuaid put his hand on the boy's knee.
He did WHAT? He put his hand on the boy's knee.

Appalling! And what else did he do? Did he move his hand
up X's thigh? Did he suggest they try Swedish massage on
each other? Did he...

He did none of those things. There was, however, another
private meeting.

There! I knew it! And what did the ruffianly prelate do to
little X? Expose himself? Suggest a little nude wrestling?
Get out the old tape-measure to see who'd got the biggest?
 Not quite. This time, there as no talk at all about sex,
no hand on the knee, merely an encouragement for the lad to
join the college volunteer corps.

A withering indictment; hanging's too good for him!

But there's still more. Noel Browne, a man whom secular
Ireland canonised in his own lifetime - after he went to
some considerable trouble, and no little manipulation of
the truth, to ensure this outcome - was, apparently,
approached by a stranger at a funeral who told him of
sexual advances John Charles is said to have made to a
schoolboy. The "secret," Browne said, "appeared to be
burning a hole in the man's skull."

_Strangers' secrets_

I too have been approached at funerals, and other places
where people gather, by strangers who apparently have
secrets burning holes in their skulls. I can spot them - or
more accurately, their eyes - at a distance: the Ancient
Mariner look, though that of course was at a wedding. The
principle is much the same. My normal tactic on beholding
the dilated pupils heaving to is to cry, Good God! I left
joint in the oven! Must dash! Do tell me your utterly
fascinating tale the next time we meet!

Noel Browne did no such thing. He listened gravely to the
stranger, and then wrote a fictional account of what he had
heard.

This (oh compellingly believable) tale has J.C. McQ attired
in black polo-neck sweater and black cap - very Avengers -
arriving at the side-door of a pub and being shown upstairs
to a private room where the publican's son served him a
whiskey.

I can do no better than report verbatim from John Cooney's
account. According to what the lad later alleged to his
father: "The boy claimed that McQuaid edged closer to him
on the settee and he feared that the cleric was intent on
sexually assaulting him. Unable to speak and near to tears,
at last accepting the unbelievable, the boy stood abruptly
and fled the room, leaving the tray and the money behind
him."

And?

_Risible evidence_

There is no and. That was it; hearsay from a nameless
Ancient Mariner at a funeral. The only clearly damning
judgment one can certainly make is that if prelates really
do insist on visiting pubs dressed as Emma Peel, they're
asking for trouble.

It would be easy for me to declare my liberal credentials
at this point by denouncing John Charles McQuaid; easy but
irrelevant. What is really relevant is that we seem able to
convict a man of being a pederast on evidence so risible
that it wouldn't even pass muster in a Stalinist show
trial. And of course such allegations would never even have
seen the light of day if they had been made about an icon
of Irish liberalism such as Noel Browne. For this is the
law of liberal Ireland, almost as if framed by Titus Oates
himself: priests and nuns to be found guilty as charged.

-----------------------------------------------------------




Eire/Ireland:
-----------------------------------------------------------

7th November 1999

_Young people may face 6pm curfew scheme_

FINE Gael is considering a controversial anti-crime
initiative, which forces children under 16 off the streets
after dark, as a solution to Ireland's juvenile crime
problems.

A high-level justice subcommittee will study a Scottish
scheme which gives police broad powers to enforce a curfew
in crime-ridden areas. Officers are even allowed to imprison
children in a cell for the night.

Jim Higgins, Fine Gael's justice spokesman, said the curfew
was only one of the anti-crime measures he would be studying.

Attacking the curfew, Article 12, a youth rights group with
the backing of Save the Children, published a survey which
claimed to show 64% of young people affected felt they had
been picked on without cause.

-----------------------------------------------------------



USA:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Wrong Man's Sex Arrest Leads to Nightmare_

November 8th 1999

After midnight on the day he was going to be arrested, Jay
B[...] wandered around Dupont Circle in a sleepless daze. A
short while earlier, he knew, Fairfax County police had
scoured his Reston home in his absence, removed his
computer and some family photos and accused him of being a
sex pervert. In a few hours, B[...] was going to surrender,
get fingerprinted and be charged with indecent exposure._

Jay B[...], the quintessential middle-aged, solid-citizen
kind of guy, with a good job and a loving family, got
caught up in a Kafkaesque drama opposite a dogged detective
intent on nailing him with a crime - a sex crime, at that -
that B[...] didn't commit.

In his 54 years, he'd had virtually no run-ins with the
law. He'd lived a quietly successful life in the Virginia
suburbs: chief financial officer for a major defense firm,
married 28 years, a father, a grandfather. Family and
friends describe him the same way: a private person, a
Christian, respected.

Now, B[...] desperately sensed his good name vanishing.
After his arrest, he'd have to tell at least his closest
friends and his boss of his humiliation. Once the
newspapers got wind of it, everywhere he went he'd feel
that people were staring at him, whispering.

"Your husband's got a secret life you're not aware of," the
detective had told his wife, showing her an affidavit
accusing B[...] of flashing a nude photo of himself to a
16-year-old male lifeguard at his Reston health club.

Remarkably, within two weeks B[...]'s lawyers had convinced
Fairfax prosecutors that, in fact, he didn't do it, that
police had the wrong guy. The charge of indecent exposure
was dismissed.

To this day, nearly 11 weeks after police first knocked on
his door, B[...] has not told his aging parents, retired
and living in Florida, what happened. Why turn their world
upside down, too?

The ordeal that B[...] later would compare with being cast
in a Hitchcock horror film didn't begin with the search of
his house Oct. 4 or his arrest the following day.

It started more than a month earlier, on the afternoon of
Aug. 24, when Fairfax police Detective Ricky Savage visited
the B[...]s' house in the North Point area of Reston.
B[...] was at his job at TRW, where he is chief financial
officer for a company subsidiary.

Savage asked Olga B[...] to have her husband call him. She
asked why. "I can't tell you," she recalled Savage saying,
"but he knows what it's about."

She figured it was something related to her husband's
security clearance. That night, B[...] left a message for
the detective; the next day, Savage called back, again
while B[...] was at work. What is this about? Olga asked a
second time.

"We know what he's doing," she said Savage told her, "and
we're watching him."

In these and several subsequent contacts, the B[...]s say,
Savage never explained why he was calling, and he always
seemed to phone when only Olga was home. The calls were
unnerving. What were the police after?

"Your husband knows...."

Only, he didn't know.

The couple hired a lawyer.

For several weeks, there was an unexplained lull. With no
contact from Savage, the B[...]s turned their attention to
a family member who was seriously ill. Their trepidation
about the police inquiry diminished.

"I was anxious," B[...] said, "but each week that went by,
it was less and less. We assumed they were no longer
interested in talking to me."

Then, without warning, came the Oct. 4 search of their
home.

Savage and six other officers showed up. One of them handed
Olga B[...] - Jay was at work - a search warrant as the
officers fanned out through the house.

An affidavit filed to obtain the warrant outlined the July
9 incident at the health club and said police were
searching for child pornography or evidence of child sexual
abuse - items to "substantiate the victim's report of
indecent exposure." The officers also had an arrest warrant
for B[...].

B[...] contacted William B. Moffitt, one of his attorneys,
who immediately called the house but says Savage refused to
speak with him.

Within days of B[...]'s arrest, his attorneys, Moffitt and
Henry W. Asbill, had determined several key facts, chief
among them: B[...] wasn't even at the health club the day
of the incident. The club has a poolside surveillance
camera, but police never looked at the tape for July 9; nor
does B[...]'s name appear on the computerized attendance
log for that date.

The attorneys and investigator Susan Giller also
established that B[...] doesn't remotely resemble the
description the teenage lifeguard gave of the suspect: a
man in his sixties with thinning, white hair and a scar
behind his right ear. The defense team also learned that
police hadn't shown the lifeguard B[...]'s picture. When
Moffitt informed prosecutors of this, they directed Savage
to show the photo to the lifeguard. The teenager took one
look and told police they had the wrong man.

Three days later, charges against B[...] were dropped.

He started calling friends. "You could hear it in Jay's
voice," Bartko said. "There was this burden taken off his
shoulders."

Said B[...]: "I thanked God." And then he thanked his
attorneys, "who had done all this work.... I felt
enormous relief."

Detective Savage did not return several telephone calls
seeking comment. Fairfax police have begun an internal
investigation into how B[...] was wrongly accused and "will
take appropriate action based on the outcome," said Lt.
Col. William Brown. If an apology is due, Chief J. Thomas
Manger has said, "I will give him one."

That, and maybe more. B[...] and his attorneys say they are
considering filing a civil action against the police
department.

"I don't see any evidence that an investigation occurred,"
Asbill said. "If even a cursory investigation had occurred,
my client would never have been charged."

Jay B[...] got his good name back. It cost him more than
$35,000 in legal fees. Some think it cost him a lot more.

-----------------------------------------------------------





USA:
-----------------------------------------------------------

November 1999

_Too young? Now even two-year-olds are treated with
behaviour drugs_

Toddlers are being given cocktails of drugs to treat
hyperactivity even though the drugs have never been tested
for safety in such young children. Experts cannot even
agree whether it is possible to tell if children under
three have the condition the drugs are supposed to treat.

Marsha Rappley at Michigan State University in East Lansing
wondered how many very young children were being diagnosed
as having attention-deficit/ hyperactivity disorder (ADHD)
by psychiatrists. By trawling through the records of
Michigan's state-sponsored Medicaid healthcare scheme,
Rappley and her colleagues found 223 children aged three
and under with a diagnosis of ADHD.

Of these, 57 per cent were taking drugs for the condition,
while only 27 per cent were being treated through sessions
with a psychologist. Many of the children had other
problems with cognitive or language development, or chronic
health conditions such as asthma and diabetes.

For the ADHD toddlers, doctors prescribed 22 different
drugs in a total of 30 combinations. A third of the
toddlers were taking two or three drugs at the same time.
"The extreme variation in the use of psychotropic
medications suggest haphazard use at worst and uninformed
use at best," Rappley and her colleagues write.

In older children, ADHD is diagnosed by matching observed
behaviours against a standard checklist. But many of the
behaviours -- for instance, "fails to finish chores" -- can't
be applied to toddlers. And apparently hyperactive
two-year-olds do not necessarily develop ADHD.

The condition is often treated by giving children drugs
such as Ritalin, a stimulant that allegedly improves
concentration. Millions of American children are prescribed
Ritalin, and in Britain the number of prescriptions is
doubling every year. For toddlers, such drugs are
controversial as they haven't been proved to be safe.

"The age range for being treated for ADHD has gone down as
people think these medications are relatively safe and
effective," says Richard Todd, a psychiatrist who treats
children with ADHD at Washington University in St Louis,
Missouri. But he is concerned about the trend. "This is a
very important developmental period. The effects of
medications on these processes are not well understood."

Stephen Grcevich, who treats ADHD at Case Western Reserve
University in Cleveland, Ohio, shares Todd's concern
about giving such young children drugs. Last year,
Grcevich saw a two-year-old prescribed stimulants by his
previous doctor. "We ended up discontinuing the medication
because of concerns about side effects," he says.

-----------------------------------------------------------




USA/Switzerland
-----------------------------------------------------------

10th November 1999

_Swiss-American Boy Released_

A judge today ordered the release of an 11-year-old
Swiss-American boy accused of incest with his younger
sister, dismissing the charges because the boy's right
to a speedy trial was violated.

The boy, identified only by his first name, Raoul, was
to leave for Switzerland as soon as possible to join his
parents, who left the United States with the alleged victim
and their two other children after the boy's Aug. 30
arrest, a lawyer for the parents said.

"Raoul is thrilled," said his lawyer, Darby Moses.

Vincent Todd, another attorney for Raoul, said no
conditions have been set for the boy's release and that it
would be up to Swiss authorities to decide whether he needs
any treatment.

The case has created a furor in Europe. Swiss and German
media have championed the boy's cause, expressing outrage
over his arrest and the time he spent in a juvenile
detention center.

Todd said the family plans to sue county authorities,
claiming that he should not have been arrested at night
without a warrant.

--

Swiss Foreign Minister Joseph Deiss said on Thursday he
was very happy that the Swiss-American boy at the centre of
a highly controversial court case in the United States had
been released and would be able to travel to Switzerland on
Friday.

"I am very happy that Raoul can now return to his parents,"
Deiss told a news conference in the capital Berne, a few
hours after the case was dismissed by a court in the U.S.
state of Colorado.

Deiss said Raoul would be accompanied to Switzerland by
honorary consul Walter Wyss, who had been in daily contact
with the boy during the legal proceedings.

The foreign minister said the Swiss government never
interfered in the court procedures in the U.S. but always
insisted on diplomatic representation for the boy.

Many Swiss believe that the boy was being punished for
behaviour not untypical of children his age.

His defence attorney said they were now considering suing
Colorado's Jefferson County authorities, claiming the boy
should not have been arrested without a warrant. They were
also considering a suit for slander against the sheriff's
department after a deputy made unproven allegations about
the personal lives of Mr and Mrs Wuthrich.

-----------------------------------------------------------




USA:
-----------------------------------------------------------

10th November 1999

_Audit Clears Sex Center of Wrongdoing_

A legislative audit of Cal State Northridge's Center
for Sex Research released Tuesday found nothing improper
in its staging of a 1998 pornography conference.

In the 26-page report, State Auditor Kurt R. Sjoberg
concluded that "the absence of clear standards for staging
academic conferences and for judging their academic
sufficiency [does] not allow us to determine that this
conference lacked academic merit."

James Elias, the director and founder of the Center
for Sex Research, said he felt vindicated by the audit.

"What it comes down to is: Are we a university that
can research and study issues -- and not only the most
popular issues, not only issues with which we agree?" he
said.

The controversy over the Center for Sex Research began
last year after it co-sponsored the World Pornography
Conference with the Canoga Park-based Free Speech
Coalition -- the nation's largest adult industry trade
association.

-----------------------------------------------------------



USA:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Bookseller 'kiddy porn' case in hands of judge_

11th November 1999

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA - An obscenity indictment returned nearly
two years ago against Barnes & Noble Booksellers is awaiting
a Montgomery judge's ruling on whether to throw the case out
or send it to a jury.

Lawyers for the bookseller asked Circuit Judge Richard
Shashy in April to dismiss the indictment on grounds that
the books of photographs of nude children cited in the
indictment are serious works of art protected by the
Constitution.

"These are not 'dirty pictures' of naked children but are
rather candid photos that make a statement about human
experience," said Montgomery lawyer Bobby Segall in his
April 19 motion to Shashy.

"The indictment places the nation's largest bookseller in
criminal peril for selling books which have serious
artistic or literary merit," Segall said.

A similar indictment against Barnes &Noble in Jefferson
County was dismissed earlier this year.

Assistant Attorney General Stephanie Billingslea told
Shashy in written arguments that Hamilton's book, *Age of
Innocence*, is obscene because it contains 16 scenes of
genital nudity and more than 100 photos of female breast
nudity of children.

She cited comments by Hamilton in an introduction to the
photos about how "paradoxically erotic" virginity is.

Jock Sturges' book, _Radiant Identities_, is equally
obscene, Ms. Billingslea told Shashy, because it depicts
21 scenes of genital nudity and 13 of breast nudity of
underage children.

Segall said Shashy first should rule on whether the
Hamilton and Sturges books are pornographic or serious
works of art as matters of constitutional law before
deciding whether to let a jury decide whether the books
violate Alabama's obscenity law.

Several experts on art have submitted written testimony for
Barnes & Noble stating that the books in question are
serious works of art.

Under Alabama law, the standard to be applied is
"contemporary local community standards," and the community
is defined as the judicial circuit in which the books were
sold.

Segall said the Alabama law is "overly restrictive and
arbitrary" and "imposes an unreasonable burden on
interstate commerce" since Barnes &Noble has stores in
cities throughout America.

-----------------------------------------------------------



Tech:
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_IETF Says 'No Way' to Net Taps_

11th November 1999

WASHINGTON -- The Internet's standards-setting body has
decisively rejected the idea of Net wiretaps.

Members attending the Internet Engineering Task Force's
meeting decided overwhelmingly on Wednesday not to provide
wiretap capabilities for governments that want to conduct
surveillance online.

After a surprisingly polite debate that lasted about an
hour, fewer than 25 attendees of the roughly 800-person
audience voted for the proposal. Hundreds raised their
hands to object to it, while dozens abstained.

Many governments, including the United States, require
telephone companies to configure their networks so police
can easily wiretap calls. As more phone calls flow through
the Internet, the FBI demanded the IETF build in similar
surveillance capabilty to Internet protocols.

But the attendees would have none of it.

"This is not an area the IETF should be getting into," said
Robert Moskowitz, the former chairman of an IETF security
working group. "This is something that cannot be done
right."

Two of the few people who spoke in favor of the concept
came from Cisco, a company that could be required to
support wiretapping -- whether or not the IETF makes the
feature easy to implement.

Brian Rosen of Fore System [http://www.fore.com/], which
builds networking hardware, said "We're going to take a
protocol that is designed here and we're going to modify
it. I assure you that a very large number of [companies]
will implement the one with the tap," he said.

The Internet Engineering Steering Group and the Internet
Architecture Board will publish a formal IETF position
paper based on the rough consensus of the audience and the
views expressed during the debate.

"It is the first round in what will prove to be a very
long-running debate. It's a good starting point," said Jim
Dempsey of the Center for Democracy and Technology
[http://www.cdt.org]

--

The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) has sent
a letter to the Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF),
asking the group to drop its plans for the IPv6, a proposed
Internet addressing scheme which opponents say is
"wiretap-ready".

The newest IP addressing system, IPv6, was developed by the
IETF in response to concerns that the previous IP, IPv4,
was running out of room to accommodate all of the
individuals and networks that needed IP numbers.

In the letter to IETF Secretariat Fred Baker, ACLU
Associate Director Barry Steinhardt said that the IETF
should reject FBI overtures to apply IPv6 to the Internet
in order to comply with the Communications Assistance to
Law Enforcement Act (CALEA) - a government-industry
programme to allow legal wiretapping for law enforcement
purposes.

"Beyond question of law, it would be a serious mistake to
alter the very architecture of the Internet to make it
wiretap or surveillance ready," Mr Steinhardt wrote.

"What law enforcement is asking you to do is the
equivalent of requiring the home building industry to place
a 'secret' door in all new homes to which only it would
have the key. That is a frightening extension of the
proposition that an industry is required to co-operate with
law enforcement when it has obtained a proper judicial
order."

Mr Steinhardt also pointed out that the FBI has "violated
its promises to Congress and the telephone industry that it
would not seek expanded surveillance powers, but only
sought to preserve its existing capabilities."

-----------------------------------------------------------



Tech:
-----------------------------------------------------------

9th November 1999

_Porn pager alerts parents_

A new software package that claims to warn parents if
their children are being solicited by paedophiles is
to be released at COMDEX next week.

If their kids are "under threat" from paedophiles the
system immediately alerts parents by pager or email --
regardless of where they are.

According to Chicago-based Security Software Systems,
which developed the technology, Cyber Sentinel
checks all the information entering and exiting a PC
for blacklisted words and phrases.

-----------------------------------------------------------



Book review:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Speak of the Devil: Tales of Satanic Abuse in
Contemporary England_  Jean. S. La Fontaine. Cambridge
University Press: Cambridge 1998

During the latter part of the 1980s disturbing accounts
of the ritual or satanic abuse of children appeared in the
British media. It was claimed that children were not only
being forced to watch or participate in vile and twisted
acts during occult ceremonies, but that they were being
murdered as ritual sacrifices. At one international
conference in 1988, a leading figure in a children's
charity expressed the opinion that at least 4000 children
were being sacrificed every year in the UK alone. It was
estimated that the number of children subject to satanic
abuse in the US was considerably greater. In several
midlands towns in the UK, social workers removed children
from their parental homes to protect them from satanic
abuse. The children provided social workers and foster
parents lurid accounts of the appalling acts that they had
seen and done. Adults came forward to claim that they had
been ritually abused throughout their childhood. The detail
of these accounts, and the similarities between them
suggested that not only were these accounts factual, but
that there was a powerful covert network of satanists
organising the ritual abuse of children.

However, despite the claims of so called survivors, social
workers and health professionals, there was no independent
corroboration of these stories. The most sophisticated
technologies of forensic science found no evidence to
suggest that murders were being committed in satanic
rituals; despite claims of years of abuse, adult survivors
could not identify their abusers, and so on. La Fontaine's
book investigates why so many health and social work
professionals continued to believe the existence of satanic
abuse at the same time that evidence that it was actually
happening was crumbling.

La Fontaine draws heavily from anthropological studies of
witchcraft, both in Europe and in Africa. She argues that
there are significant parallels between the events of the
1980s and witchcraft scares in the 16th and 17th centuries,
especially in the way that the emergence of belief was
organised and the manner in which it spread via the efforts
of key individuals. While this analysis is at least
plausible, however, the main strength of the book lies in
its detailed investigation of the accounts produced by the
children who claimed to have been abused, and the processes
underlying the work of social workers and health
professionals which resulted in the ardent belief that
satanic ritual abuse of thousands of children was
happening, despite the absence of any corroborative
evidence.

She shows, for example, how strikingly divergent accounts
of ostensibly the same ritual were glossed in such a way as
to make them seem similar. She shows how a list of
behaviours, which were taken to be indicators of ritual
abuse, was extended/interpreted in such a way to increase
the likelihood that any specific case could be counted as a
case of abuse. She shows how the influence of evangelical
Christianity left its indelible mark in the ways in which
professionals and foster parents pressured young children
to claim experience of satanic rituals. She charts the
powerful impact of those therapists, united behind the
slogan 'we believe the children', who argued that it was
damaging to doubt the veracity of the children's and
survivors' stories. And she argues forcefully that the
appearance of claims about satanic abuse is not evidence of
the darkening of the human soul, but a moral panic, borne
of very human social and professional conditions.

La Fontaine makes a compelling argument that child abuse is
not satanic in nature, and certainly not coordinated by
a secret organisation of satanists. The delight of this
book is that it shows the power of the social sciences to
explain why people believed that it was.

-----------------------------------------------------------




Pop review (from BoyChat)
-----------------------------------------------------------

I saw the Pet Shop Boys last night at the Hammerstein
Ballroom in New York City. They were incredible, the best
live music I've seen in a couple years. Dancing crowd, all
the hits, fantastic stage show.

Anyway, I'm not gonna claim PSB are a boylover band, 'cause
they're not -- just the most successful out gay band of the
last two decades. But they did perform one song, "Young
Offender", with the lyrics, "Young offender, what's your
defense? You're younger than me, obviously..." with slides
and films of an attractive, scared 16 year old with an
earring overlaid by pictures of an older gay man. The kid
is arrested and taken into custody... for sex, we're led to
believe? In the background in the police station is a
shirtless 13 year old, shown repeatedly. The song is
intense and searing, and I wonder what the largely gay
crowd made of it.

By the way, Elton John was in the second box up on the
left, right at the front, singing along to all the songs
and dancing!

-----------------------------------------------------------



Magazine article note:
-----------------------------------------------------------

GAUNTLET #14. USA magazine

_Poetry or Pornography? The photography of Nina Glaser_
by Susan Harrow.

and

GAUNTLET #16. USA magazine, (current issue?)

_Born Naked: The Furor Over Nude Youth in Art_

-----------------------------------------------------------



Academic paper note:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Loose Women or Lost Women: The Re-emergence of the Myth
of White Slavery in Contemporary Discourses of Trafficking
in Women._  Jo Doezema.  The Institute of Development Studies
University of Sussex, Brighton, UK. Presented at the
International Studies Association 40th Annual Convention,
Washington, D.C., February 16-20th 1999.


"As with white slavery narratives, the 'innocence' of the
victim is further established by emphasising her youth and
virginity. The sensationalist use of the highly emotive and
sexually charged image of 'despoiled virginity' plays on
prurient fascination at the same time as it whips up public
indignation.

  "Nations struggle to address the problem  [of trafficking]
  - yet the practice continues - actually increases, with
  younger and younger girls being sought for this lucrative
  business" (Captive Daughters 1998: 1).

  "Actually to call most of them women is a misnomer, for
  often they are young girls, ages 10-15. Some have not even
  reached the age of menstruation, many have no idea what sex
  is" (Mirkenson 1994: 1).

Blurring the distinction between child and adult helps fix
the image of the 'trafficking' victim as young and
helpless. A UNICEF report states that the majority of
'girls' trafficked from Burma to Thailand 'are between 12
and 25 years old' (UNICEF 1995: 38). No indication is given
as to what percentage of these 'girls' are actually under
18. A particularly manipulative attempt to link the issues
of 'child' and 'prostitution' in an emotive way is evident
in a photo-series included in the GSN report (1997). The
caption reads:

  "'Sveta', a 15-year-old Muscovite, works as a prostitute.
  Here we see her picking up a Russian policeman. Below, at
  home, she brushes her doll's hair". (GSN 1997:9)."

[ and from the conclusion: ]

"The myth of 'white slavery' / 'trafficking in women' is
ostensibly about protecting women, yet the underlying moral
concerns are with controlling them. Policies adopted to
stop 'trafficking' that are based on the mythical notion of
the 'coerced innocent' and the 'evil foreign trafficker'
serve to reinforce the construction of state/gender
relations that determine that women's purity and dependence
are essential to family well being and national honour.
Once it is recognised that debt-bondage and other
slavery-like practices, when they occur, are actually
problems for women who are already sex workers or who plan
to be, it is impossible to get around the fact that these
are abuses of sex workers' rights. However, this is
unpalatable to many in anti-trafficking campaigns and in
governments: it is one thing to save 'innocent victims of
trafficking'; quite another to recognise that 'guilty' sex
workers deserve respect for their rights as workers, as
women, and as migrants."

-----------------------------------------------------------



From academic book review:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Sexual Science and the Law_.  Richard Green, Harvard UP,
1992, pp. 141-175, 262-264.

The jacket blurb on this book states: "Richard Green is
Professor of Psychiatry at the University of California,
Los Angeles, and has taught law  psychiatry and human
sexuality at the UCLA Law School. He has been the editor
of Archives of Sexual Behavior since 1971 and is the founding
president of the prestigious International Academy for Sex
Research." He is also the author of at least one paper on the
genetic etiology of homosexuality (via twin studies).

Chapter 8--"Intergenerational Sexuality"

Green begins: "A comprehensive analysis of sexual contact
between adults and children or early adolescents must address
a range of issues: the legal concept of age of consent, the
frequency with which such sexual contact occurs, its short-
and long-term psychological significance for the younger
person, the impact of societal (including legal) responses
to the sexual experience, and the emergent politicization
of this interface between sexual science and the law."

He then recounts the history of the age of consent in England;
an important country as the source of much modern western legal
tradition. In 1275, that age was twelve. Elizabeth I lowered it
to ten in 1576, where it stayed until it was raised to thirteen
in 1876. It was raised again in 1879 to 16, where, for
heterosexuals at least, it still remains. (For gay males it is
currently 18.) (141) In the United States it has, interestingly,
been as young as 7 (as it was in Delaware in the 1950s). Green
states that the "current" (1992) age of consent in the American
states ranges from eleven to eighteen. (If this was true seven
years ago, it no longer is; the lowest age of consent currently
is Hawaii, at 14.) Green comments dryly that "because cognitive
and emotional capacities differ considerably" within the
aforementioned range, "considerations other than those of sexual
science enter the calculus as state legislatures fix the age
at which that state consents to its residents' consenting to
sex." (142)

Green thinks looking at other areas of children's legal
capacity to consent -- specifically consent to medical
procedures -- would be helpful to judging the concept of sexual
consent.

Interestingly, in England (and  similarly in Canada), according
to one court there, no strict age limit has been set because
"capacity to consent depends on the child's intellectual
capability"; true consent "depends on whether the person is
capable of understanding and coming to a decision on what
is involved." (143)

Turning back to sex, Green recounts parallels between earlier
theories and conclusions about homosexuality compared to
present-day scientific beliefs about pedophilia, both of which
rely heavily on clinical data that may not be representative
of general populations. He also highlights the fact that most
studies have focused exclusively or primarily on female
"victims." (145-148)

Forced and incestuous relationships (at least father-daughter)
seem to be generally associated with more traumatic outcomes.
(145-150) (Jail sentences in the case of incest are often light;
they are designed not so much to punish (as with non-relative
CSA) but to reunite the family. (159)) Quoting a 1991 review
(Beitchman et al.), Green notes that "findings concerning age
of consent, sex of child, duration and frequency are still
equivocal." Presence or absence of sexual penetration is also
unclear as to outcome effect; differing studies have reached
opposite conclusions. (151)

Citing methodological problems inherent in much of the research
on CSA, Green quotes Browne and Finkelhor (1991). This is
especially noteworthy because Finkelhor [supposedly] is a leading
light of the CSA movement: "... because many of the studies [lack]
standardized outcome measures and adequate comparison groups, it
is not clear that these findings reflect the experience of all
child victims of sexual abuse or are even representative of
those children currently being seen in clinical settings."
(152) Green adds that family environment is often confounded with
CSA as a cause of psychological trauma, as Rind et al. (1998) and
others have noted. (153)

Regarding iatrogenic harm, Green writes: "Other research suggests
that cases leading to official legal action -- rather than being
dealt with informally -- produce more severe and lasting ill
effects on children." He cites several studies, the first
American (Walters, 1975): "Most of the psychological damage, if
any, stems not from the abuse but the interpretation of the abuse
and the handling of the situation by parents, medical personnel, law
enforcement and school officials, and social workers." An English study
(Howard League Working Party, 1985), found: "The degree of lasting harm
suffered by victims... seems to flow predominantly not from the sexual
nature of the experience, but rather from other sources of shock
associated with it, notably the use of violence or intimidation
or the abuse of parental powers. The subsequent intervention of
parents, or other authorities, in order to bring the offender
to justice [sic] often seems to aggravate the damage caused [sic]
by the offence itself."

Mandatory reporting laws require health practitioners of any kind
("including optometrists and dental hygienists") everywhere in
the United States to report known or suspected child abuse,
including CSA. Those who fail to report can face up to six months
in jail. (160) Green cites an interesting legal case of a man
involved in a sexual relationship with a boy; the man was
seeking treatment. He asked the clinic repeatedly if his disclosures
would remain confidential, and was repeatedly told they would.
However, the information was divulged to authorities, who
promptly prosecuted. However, he was acquitted on the grounds
that, as Green paraphrases, "prosecution would frustrate the
purposes of the state's Child Protection Law..." As to
prevalence of compliance with mandatory reporting laws, Green
cites two studies; the first (James et al., 1978) finding that
58% of Washington State physicians would not report the sexual
abuse of children. The second (Pope et al., 1987) had similar
findings: About 25% had never broken confidentiality,
and an additional approximately 33% had done so only
"sometimes." (161) Because these surveys were conducted over
ten years ago, it would be valuable to know the present rate
of compliance. My own hypothesis is that with the far greater
prevalence of such laws, as well as the increased public
attention on CSA, compliance is probably higher now.

In closing this chapter, Green writes: "...membership in the...
North American Man-Boy Love Association is not required to
question whether every instance of intergenerational sexuality
is damaging. Ultimately, scientists, if no one else, must be
objective in their approach to this emotional issue. Judgmental
terminology regarding intergenerational sexuality is more
dramatic than that in the earlier psychiatric literature
on homosexuality. There, patients were labeled perverts and
psychopaths. Here, the experience is always abuse, the children
are invariably victims, and the adults are perpetrators, and
those who later report childhood sexual experiences are,
without apology to victims of the Nazi Holocaust, survivors."
(175)

Chapter 14--"Sexual Science and Sexual Privacy"

In his subsection entitled "The Limits of the Applicability of
Sexual Science," Green draws parallels to two earlier stigmatized
(but now largely accepted) sexual behaviors; "one solitary, the
other interpersonal. Both at one time preoccupied medical sexual
science and society; both were seen as contributing to
personal degradation, if not societal degradation." He is,
of course, talking about masturbation and homosexuality. The
former was held responsible for ailments ranging from acne to
idiocy and insanity; a 1946 medical text referred to masturbation
as "the most widespread of all sexual diseases." (262) Products
well-known up to the present day were invented for
the specific (though ineffective) purpose of combating it:
Graham Crackers and Kellogg's Corn Flakes. Especially interesting,
given its present preoccupation with CSA in its ranks, early in
the twentieth century, Boy Scouts were warned that masturbation
"tends to weaken [one's] strength" and to make one "less able to
resist disease."

Green posits --with fascinating and prescient parallels to Rind
et alia's (1998) review of the CSA literature -- a hypothetical
study on incest, in order to illustrate the limits of science's
ability to find the truth, tell the truth, and have that truth
accepted. Green is careful to emphasize that this example is
only offered for the purpose of making a point; he does not say
it is true or will found to be true:

"Let us. . .imagine that the National Institute of Mental Health
has concluded a twenty-year study in which parents engaging in
incestuous relations with daughters and sons were granted immunity
from prosecution, thus enabling a representative sample of families
to come forward for periodic evaluation. The results demonstrate
that in most families, the short-term effects are enhanced family
stability, with less marital discord, and a more positive parent-
child relationship, and that in the longer term, the children as
young adults have fewer sexual problems than a control group
of adults without a history of incest.

"Would society and the courts find themselves willing to
accommodate such hypothetical findings? Or would the study's
fate be that of the $2 million government-funded research
project reported in the 1970 Presidential Commission on Obscenity
and Pornography, which concluded that pornography was
beneficial and should be legalized. That extensive report was
rejected by President Nixon as morally bankrupt.' If the incest
data were similarly rejected, where is the point at which common
sense' would mark the termination of scientific credibility?"
(263-264)

-----------------------------------------------------------



Quote of the week:
-----------------------------------------------------------

'"Every terrorist organization has its own internet web
site" to propagate it, recruit manpower, purchase firearms
and even sell children for sexual purposes, Kendall [General
Secretary of Interpol] said.'

French Press Agency report:
http://www.wjin.net/html/news/3019.htm

Durhhh...

-----------------------------------------------------------
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'Sanctuary' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

>>'Sanctuary' wrote:
>>When K... and I were confronted in a parking lot when my car
>>broke down, she was shaken up and her parents wouldn't let her
>>go anywhere with me after that.

'Moomin' asked:
>Would you care to explain a bit more about this?

K... and I were going to a recording session. This was the first
time she had ever gone with me to something important because
she wanted to be with me.

A couple of blocks from the destination the car broke down and
I went to the corner gas station for some assistance. The gas
station attendant was very helpful but he was the only one.

The car had broken down in the parking lot of a major supermarket
and as I was fixing it someone came out from the store and
interrogated K... as to why she was with me and if she was OK.
I tried to explain but she just ignored me and concentrated on
K... I'm sure it was the fact that K... was of a different race
that caught their attention in the first place.

The lady from the store then called the store security officer to
watch me the entire time I was fixing the car. K... just sat in the
car.

The recording session went well but I heard later that several of
the participants spoke to the director about K... being there. There
was such potential for that occasion to have been such a boost to
our relationship but it didn't work out that way. The only time I
have been able to see K... these days is when she comes to visit her
relatives next door which isn't very often.

--

'oskar' wrote:
>I'm wondering what I should do about the situation. I really
>think I should tell her (although I think she believes that
>I wouldn't be attracted to anyone over 12).

Do you think she would understand that you would be able to be
attracted to younger girls and still be attracted to her as well?
It doesn't have to be an 'either or' situation. You can love them
all. I find that I am attracted to all kinds of people. Some I am
able to express it to, others I'm not.

---

'true777' asked:
>Do you think its ok to have sexual activity with a child if they
>like it - is it ok for a mom/dad to have sex with son/daughter.
>Is brother/sister sex ok?  If your child had a crush on an adult,
>would you say its ok for them to have sexual activity even if
>your child is like... 7 years old and the adult is like 30ish??

Highly illegal and to be kept in the realm of fantasy. At best,
we may have strong, affectionate friendships that are mutually
beneficial. But even these are fought by jealous parents unless
we are able to establish a quality relationship with the entire
family.

---

Every once in a while I see a girl who has what I call the spark.
Energetic, outgoing, independent. Most of the girls I see in
public are either the slaves of their parents or their peers.

I saw a girl on the bus stop yesterday who had the spark. Even
though her mother tried to control her she would still look at me
and smile playfully. We ended up picking daisies off of a bush and
throwing them at each other. I would smile at the guardians to let
them know I was not a threat and thankfully they did not try to
physically restrain the girl. It was all too short as I was catching
a different bus than they and it came in just a few minutes. I always
look for the spark and am so glad to see it once in a while. Why
can't someone like that move in next door ;-) ?

'Sanctuary'
-----------------------------------------------------------------




'Giggle Maker' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

'true777' wrote:
>even the IDEA of a "benevolent" pedophile is very new to me (I'm from
>the USA).  Most people think its the highest form of evil.

"Most people"'s opinions are based on stereotypes which have little
basis in reality.

>Do you think its ok to have sexual activity with a child if they like
>it -

I think you have to approach this question on two levels:

1. In the current social/legal climate in the USA, the over-riding
consideration must be the terrible legal and social consequences for
adult and child if the secret comes out.  The consequences for the
adult are well-known, but consider the child.  She's be forced into
endless therapy with a sex-hating woman who will work to convince the
girl that the man didn't really care about her, was only using her,
and that she should hate him.  I've said before on this forum that I
always try to avoid any activity which may result in prosecution --
the consequences are just too dire.  In other parts of the world, of
course, the situation may be different.

2. Philosophically, in the absence of legal restraints: It is a
fundamental truth that pleasure is not traumatic, despite all the
ranting by sex-haters.  The important point is not the ages of the
people involved, but their relationship.  For myself, I am devoted to
the well-being and happiness of the girls in my life.  If I could have
sexual contact with any of them, it would occur only if SHE wanted it
to, I would do only those things that SHE wanted to do, and I would
remain sensitive to her feelings throughout.  Ideally she should
initiate the sex.

Probably, with a pre-teen child, this would mean that "sex" would not
be sexual intercourse, but cuddling, kissing, giggling and pleasurable
touching.  I would be devoted to her pleasure with no expectations
that she should do anything for me.  That's how I treat my
girl-friends in non-sexual matters - why should it be any different
for the (hypothetical) sexual activities?  I strongly suspect that
most members of this list are the same way, despite the stereotypical
prejudices of "most people".

>I've always been attracted to girls 7-12, but I've always felt
>horrible about it.

Do you hurt girls?  Do you do nasty things to them that they don't
like?  If so, then you should feel horrible about it.  If not, then
you have nothing to feel bad about.  Actions can hurt others, but
feelings do not.  Please please please don't let the sex-haters infest
your thoughts.  They can control our actions, and we can't help that.
But they can't infest our own thoughts unless we choose to let them.
Don't do that!

Years ago I confided in a lover (an adult woman) that I felt sexually
attracted to little girls.  She confided in me that, as a little girl,
she felt sexually attracted to an adult man.  She used to have long
involved sexually fantasies about this man (a teacher).  Look -- sex
is not evil, wicked, mean, and nasty.  It's an inherent part of who
and what we are -- all of us -- all ages.

Hurting someone is bad.  Being nice to them is not.  The recipient of
the action is the one who decides what hurts and what's nice. End of
story.

-----

The rest of this post is fairly out-of-date.  I wrote this in
mid-October, then forgot to send it:

'DaveBoy' wrote:
>Hi Liberator...I (and others, I'm sure) enjoyed your  post,  there
>may be some comments about your  actions  with that  18  month  old,
>I take your point about her not  being  old enough  to  remember  /
>be affected, but I trust  you  were  VERY gentle  in  your  approach.
>The morals of such an  act  are  very questionable...

Hey DaveBoy, I know from your earlier posts that you're not a sex
hater.  As for me, I'm very sure that pleasure is not traumatic.  I'd
gladly lick that 18 month old lg's tickle-spot while she's fully awake
and enjoying it, and I'd be very confident that I'm not causing trauma
because pleasure is not traumatic, and a child of that age has not yet
been indoctrinated into
sex-is-evil-and-if-you-like-it-you're-evil-too.  I would, of course,
be very alert for her reaction (as I'm sure Liberator was) and would
stop if I saw an indication that she was not enjoying my touch.  As
every parent knows, even a new-born is quite capable of letting you
(and all the neighbours) know  if she's unhappy.  On the other hand, I
would be much more careful about doing sexual things with an 8 year
old, because she has been indoctrinated and may have to deal with
feelings of guilt.

>The interesting point here is... How did this [sex is evil] all
>start?

Ok, here's my two-cents: our sexual prudishness began as a response to
sexually transmitted disease.  Our closest relatives in the animal
world are Bononbos (Pygmy Chimpanzees).  In a group of Bonobos,
everybody has sex with everybody else -- literally everybody
(including adults with juveniles, by the way).  Imagine a human tribe
living that way: as soon as one member is infected with Syphilis, the
entire tribe would die.  My guess is that monogamy and sexual
prudishness were an evolutionary response to the presence of STDs.

--

'lg-DrEaMeR' wrote:
>I  have  a question which I'm sure has been discussed many times,
>and  that  question  is,  what is everyone's  moral  standing  or
>opinion  on underage nudity?

I love the photos where the children look like they're having fun.
That's why I love nudist photos, such as 'Juenes et Naturel' -- these
children are obviously having a great time, and are not the least bit
upset or shy about being nude and being photographed.  I've seen
photos that would be legally child-porn where the children are obvious
having a great time.  On the other hand I've seen photos where the
children look glum or worse.  So my answer is: look at the children's
faces.

--

'Ianthe' posted:
>_Secret filming of abusers is urged_

>SECRET FILMING of parents suspected of child abuse is the
>best way of protecting children, according to a working
>group of consultant paediatricians in the north of England.

I don't understand this -- how would the parents be filmed?
Is Jack Straw gonna install cameras in everyone's home? Or
just those that are "suspected of child abuse"?

'Giggle Maker'
-----------------------------------------------------------------




'Moomin' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

Dear All,

After all the venom and hatred that is used on Usenet, I feel
nice and safe here!

--

'Dalderious' wrote of a young woman of his aqaintance:
>I'm starting to realize that I think I am completely in love
>with her.
[snip!]
>The first thing she said to me about it (i didn't know her that
>well then, she found out about me through another friend), was
>that it must >be incredibly frustrating, and that Her and her
>friend talked about me and >said that they both wished they were
>10.

How wonderful in these days of rabid pedo-bashing to find such a
sweet and caring women who really understands you. I don't think
you have anything to worry about there. The important thing is to
deepen your friendship. Let nature take its course and see what
happens ;-) Actually I met a woman recently who seems VERY
sympathetic about "girl-love". We started talking about ART
(Carroll, etc.) at a party, and I just felt it, her enthusiasm
for "girl-beauty". I'll certainly keep in touch with her.

--

'v.k.' wrote about a photographer called Chadwick Hall, well I
can't help you there, but as you mentioned similarities with
Hajime Sawatari's "Alice", this gives me the green light to go on
a bit about an old infatuation: Samantha!

This comely lass has been haunting me for donkey's years. First
from her picture on the cover Led Zeppelin's "Houses of the
Holy", then by some miracle I managed to get hold of an old copy
of the "Alice" book. For your information and amusement, here
follows a few details about her you are prabably unaware of. If
you know of any other fragments of her unique career (nothing is
too trivial!) then please do post it to the list.

SAMANTH(A)LICE A Short and Incomplete Record of Traces Left by an
Angel Who Fell to Earth. Compiled by 'Moomin' 14 October 1999:

1973: Hajime Sawatari's "Alice" (shot in England in the autumn,
this must be one of the best set of photographs inspired by
Carroll's muse - beautifully surreal. Elfin 8 year old Samantha
with her long blonde hair is the perfect Alice. She would
doubtless have made Carroll weep. There's Alice in a doll's
house, Alice on the mantelpiece, Alice cavorting with Kings,
Queens and Tweedledum and Tweedledee. Alice embracing a life
sized doll of herself. Most memorable of all is Alice nude in
several unabashed shots. Published in Japan.);

"Houses of the Holy" LP by Led Zeppelin. (Cover of naked children
climbing over rocks with vivid orange sky. All the girls on the
cover of this impressive gatefold LP design are Samantha)

Mid-1970's: Model for Graham Ovenden. Included in "States of Grace".

1976: Cameo appearance in Led Zeppelin's concert film "The Song
Remains the Same" (This was probably shot a year or two earlier.
Samantha makes a very brief appearance early in the film playing
naked in a stream (with a boy), and in another scene crossing a
field with vocalist Robert Plant);

"Presence" by Led Zeppelin: (The schoolgirl on the back cover
of this 1976 LP is almost certainly Samantha);

1979 Hajime Sawatari's "Alice of the Sea" (Now aged 14, this
is Sawatari's second photo album with Samantha. These erotic,
romantic and melancholy images shot at what seems like the
end of the holiday season are like a farewell to childhood.
No nudes this time, but a very impressive album nonetheless).

1990: Yaso #26 (Japanese intellectual journal with this special
issue on little girls in art. Sawatari contributed ten
photographs from the "Alice" sessions, most of them previously
unpublished, including nudes).

--

To 'Giggle Maker': "The Witches of Karres" sounds great, but I
was unable to reach it with the web address you gave. Could you
please repost it?

--

Lastly, some good news about Kitty. Recently she made me a
drawing that really warmed my heart. It is a sketch of the two of
us, our names underneath decorated with flowers, and beneath that
a large heart. It looks like a home made Valentine's Day card,
except it's 4 months too early! I usually show my wife the things
Kit gives me, but maybe not this time! On another occasion she
suggested that "You can be my boyfriend!" I didn't argue :-) and
to add emphasis she hopped up onto my lap, pulled my hand under
her knees and snuggled up! I can't explain how it happened, but I
love it.

The oddest one though was this. Kit seemed rather sad. I asked if
anything was wrong, and I encouraged her to cheer up, in my usual
friendly, easy going-manner. Each time I asked her, she replied
by cuddling me, or by grabbing my arm and holding it to her
chest. What was going on?! Then I asked her, actually whispered,
"Do you have a boy-friend?" (hoping she might say "You!"). She
replied glumly, "No". Then she said "I know who YOU like...". She
had the saddest expression. "Who's that?" I said, burning with
curiosity. Then she said the name of my wife! I knew Kit was
jealous of the attention I give to her little sister, but now it
seems that she is also jealous of my wife.

Poor Kitty! Her Papa is hardly ever there. Her Mum is afraid to
let her out alone in the evening. So she's stuck at home night
after night with a "baby" sister, frustrated. On top of that her
"boy friend" 'Moomin' is already married! You have to feel sorry
for the gal ;-)

She's driving me nuts, this girl,

'Moomin'
----------------------------------------------------------------




'Easy Rider' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------

I have no daughter in this world, but in another perhaps I do.
In my dream, a 10 or 11 year old girl who I understood to be
my daughter lay  sleeping next to me in bed.  Her beautiful,
firm, 4 inch cone-shaped breasts were exposed and sticking
straight up as she lay next to me on her back.  I had an
orgasm  in the dream and  I took some semen in my hand and
rubbed it on her breasts.  She was asleep and did not wake up.
Then I put some on her bottom, and I heard her whisper my name:

"[ER]" she said.  "We're waking up, aren't we?"

"Yes," I answered.

She stirred, moving around, waking up. At that point I woke up
also and remembered the dream.

The fact that she said  "we" were waking up is significant.
It was our dream, together. I believe  she was really there
with me somehow and that we  shared our beautiful moment in
another world of reality, in which she allowed me to be
intimate with her body  in that world.

My beautiful , young  daughter lives, someplace, in some
other dimension. We meet, we love.  We are entwined souls
which nothing can seperate. Not even living in different
worlds  can keep us apart.

'Easy Rider'
----------------------------------------------------------------




'true' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------

When I was 11 my mother got a divorce, and we moved in with her
brother and his wife. After a few months I started to notice my
aunt Jan (31yo) was spending more time with me then my brother
and she was buying me things: on the promise I tell no-one:
candy and stuff. She was our baby-sitter and liked to keep me
inside while my brother was out playing.  One day I was in her
bed room and found some "Hustler" [USA porn magazine] of my uncle's
- she said I could read them if I swore to god not to tell anyone.
I did.  This went on for a few days, I drove myself nuts (I didn't
even know how to masturbate). I asked her many questions about
what I saw, she answered.  Then on the third day or so she saw me
rubbing myself outside my pants, she giggled and took pity on me and
offered to do it for me. I said yes, she did.  I laid on her bed,
frozen feeling surreal. The next day we did the same thing (I
couldn't wait) but as I lay there she unzipped my pants, then she
asked me if I wanted her to stop... I could not speak, so I nodded
my head a little "no". She kept going rubbing me over my underwear
I wasn't scared, I don't know what I was... surreal new feeling...
is the best way to explain it. That was all that day, but she tried
to teach me how to masturbate. I didn't "get it" - the next day she
had my penis all the way out and was masturbating me herself!  We
were laying side by side on her bed as she masturbated me, I wanted
so bad to put my had up her shirt but I was scared she'd get mad..??
I stared to put my hand up and feel her breast ,but I stopped at the
last second ...and I tried a third time, but I could not do it
at this point she used her other hand to take my hand and put it on
her breast. I let her. A few seconds latter I had my first orgasm...
just like Forrest Gump... the next day we had intercourse... and
every day after for months - it was a great experience for me.

In my last post I asked some questions of you guys, I hope you
answer me.

Love ya,

'true'
--------------------------------------------------------------------




'Jack' writes: (was 'Johnsmith').
--------------------------------------------------------------------

Just a quick post to stay in the loop ! I'm so busy at work and too
tired when I get home to compose lengthy posts.  But I did have a
couple of questions for everyone. Has anyone else heard the song
"High" by the Lighthouse Family ?  Its quite inspirational and the
lyrics can easily be applied to a struggling, "outside" group like
our own.  Any chance of putting it in the music section, Ianthe ?

   [ Could you let us have the lyrics here, or point us to a
     place on the web where they can be found ? ]

Also, does anyone else have an ICQ number ? I wondered how "safe"
it was, given that, like e-mail services such as HotMail, you don't
need to give any real information when signing up.  I would love
to be able to chat to other people.

   [ I think the general consensus is that ICQ security absolutely
     stinks - or it would if there was any ;) ]

Here's a couple of rules to live by :-

Rule 1: Don't sweat the small stuff
Rule 2: Its all small stuff !

Last but not least - There's an adorable LG featured in Air New
Zealand's latest advertising campaign.  I don't know if the ads
are running overseas but pay attention if you manage to see it,
she's gorgeous ! (no need to edit "New Zealand" Ianthe - we've got
3.7 million people so I'll risk my anonymity !)

Stay safe everyone

'Jack'
-------------------------------------------------------------------



'Harbor Boy' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi Ianthe:

Here's some interesting video news for you. British actress Kate
Winslet's first film after "Titanic", "Hideous Kinky", has just been
released on video, and it is definitely of interest to GL's. It is the
story of a woman, in the early '70's, who is tired of her conventional
married life in England, and decides to leave her husband, and, as
many people of the time did, goes on a voyage of self-discovery. In
her case, she goes to Morocco, taking her two daughters with her, who
are about 7 and 8.

The photography is beautiful, but just as interesting are the numerous
scenes of the two girls, both of whom are quite pretty, with long
hair, a blond and a brunette, and are quite tan, and who are very
often seen wearing nothing but panties. The free spirit that Kate
Winslet portrays, the warm climate of Morocco, and the desire of so
many people of the period of the early '70's to be free of
conventional restrictions, may account for her easy-going attitudes
toward her daughter's appearances.

I found the story to be very interesting, the photography beautiful,
the exotic locales fascinating, and, since I have always loved seeing
young girls in panties, and very pretty ones in this case, the whole
movie was a delight. Please tell your readers about the video release
of this movie. This film is DEFINITELY of interest to girl lovers.

'Harbor Boy'
---------------------------------------------------------------------
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   [ The new "gateway url" for Fresh Petals is now:

     http://www.cyberpass.net/~innerman/456.html   ]




'Quilty' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------

'Moomin' wrote:
> 'v.k.' wrote about a photographer called Chadwick Hall, well I
> can't help you there, but as you mentioned similarities with
> Hajime Sawatari's "Alice", this gives me the green light to go on
> a bit about an old infatuation: Samantha!
>
> This comely lass has been haunting me for donkey's years.
(snip)
> SAMANTH(A)LICE A Short and Incomplete Record of Traces Left by an
> Angel Who Fell to Earth. Compiled by 'Moomin' 14 October 1999:
>
> "Presence" by Led Zeppelin: (The schoolgirl on the back cover
> of this 1976 LP is almost certainly Samantha);

I thought these were stock photos, but never mind. You missed
a very major Sam outing: she stars in the film THE WATER BABIES,
based on the novel by Charles Kingsley, with Lionel Jeffries. A
lot of it is animated but Samantha has a major role. Definitely
something for you to seek out.

Cheers,

'Quilty'
--------------------------------------------------------------




'true' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------

To 'giggle maker': thank you for your reply.

I have never hurt a child - I havn't done any thing with a
child (not since I was 12-ish, anyway).  Sorry if I use
USA slang - I like to know what kind of people I'm talking
to.  Over the years I've had many "relationships" with LG's
that had nothing to do with sex.

The posting about the guy waiting for a bus and ended up
throwing flowers back and forth with a little girl... that
kind of thing is what I mean, and the posting about the
Valentine (4 months early) - those "tiny moments" are
wonderful and harmless.

I feel my "relationship" with my Aunt Jan was wonderful
and harmless.  I had sexual contact with my brother and
step-sister a lot (up until I was about 12) - it also
seemed wonderful and harmless.

Soon I hope to tell of my own "tiny moments" for all
of you.  Love,

'true'
---------------------------------------------------------------




'D.A.' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------

Hello everyone, a quick posting here.

'true' wrote:
>even the IDEA of a "benevolent" pedophile is very new to me (I'm from
>the USA).  Most people think its the highest form of evil.

I must admit to having a problem with the word "pedophile". I
know in its literal sense it should mean something rather
beautiful but its meaning seems to have been twisted. After all,
every time I hear the word in the media it's usually preceded
by the word "convicted". I much prefer the euphemism of gl.

--

'Dalderious' wrote:
>Has anyone here heard of lucid dreaming? That is the
>state where one is dreaming and knows it. Has anyone
>here practised it? I am curious to know more about it.

There is a dream I had when I was about 10. I was wandering
around my neighbourhood streets with a feeling of impending
doom (probably an invasion of monsters or something). I was
fully aware that I was dreaming and that to wake up all I
had to do was jump off something to induce that sensation
of falling that would wake me up. I tried numerous times
but to no avail. Finally, with things getting a bit desperate
I succeeded by jumping off a kerb (!) just around the corner
from home. I was out of the dream but the transition from
the dream to being wide awake was long, frightening and I
felt as if I was fighting all the way. Not a nice dream
at all and certainly the strangest I've ever had. I've
had nothing like it since though.

Bye for now,

'D.A.'
----------------------------------------------------------------



'Sanctuary' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------

'Giggle Maker' wrote:
>I've seen photos that would be legally child-porn where the
>children are obvious having a great time.  On the other hand
>I've seen photos where the children look glum or worse.  So my
>answer is: look at the children's faces.

Even that can be deceptive. A photograph is just a single moment
in time. You need to know the context as well. I have seen images
where ecstasy looked like pain. I was involved with video editing
for a while and the director was very skilled at using images out
of context to convey an entirely different message than was
originally intended.

--

'Moomin' wrote:
>On top of that her "boy friend" 'Moomin' is already married!
>You have to feel sorry for the gal ;-)

Is there any way you can keep seeing her? Do you think she would
understand if you said you love her too (if you do)?

'Sanctuary'
-----------------------------------------------------------------




'Padawan' (formerly known as Surgeboy) writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

It has been awhile since I've posted (I used a different handle)
and my life has been through a few changes.

The one thing that has not changed is my sexual attraction to
preadolescent girls.

Everyday, I am becoming more frustrated at the scarce outlets for
people like myself. I constantly wish that some chance set of
circumstances would make someone say, "here's my daughter, enjoy"!

--

This week marks the tenth years since the disappearance of Jacob
Wetterling from St. Joseph, Minnesota.  I recognition of this,
I have decided to present a demand for action by our members.

Our freedom can only be achieved by action.  I am aware that because pedophiles
are now akin to murderers, going public would be dangerous.  For some, it's not
enough to kill us, but our deaths must be slow, painful and humiliating.
If we are to gain that precious freedom, though, we will have to be brave.
A few must somehow speak up for the many.

So, I speak for a public reaction to this end.

There are a few areas that we should try to address.

1. Organization
By organizing ourselves, we become a bigger voice in the social and political
arenas.
We would have to properly register and meet occasionally to be better able to
affect our members and effect changes.  This is perfectly legal and is even in
our
beloved Constitution.

However, public reaction would be an issue.  The Fed's would see this as an open
invitation to arrest us without cause.  We may need a legal "big stick" to
protect our
members.  Some edge that will give our detractors pause before taking any action
against us.


2. Support
Members will need a support system to help us when times get rough.  A good
moral support system coupled with a powerful legal support system would prove
useful in many difficulties.  Some of us would have to study psychology or law.
I strongly recommend that they have real experience.  A freshman would be
ill-prepared to defend a client against the attacks of a twenty-year veteran
prosecutor.


3. Identification
An effective means of identifying child-lovers (and the child-rapists) early
would
enable us to act quickly before harm is done.  Making initial contact and
establishing
rapports would be crucial to controlling how much or how little the public sees
us.

I am certain Uncle Sam has a system for identification.  Maybe it was too "Big
Brother"
for them to legally implement, but that is not a problem for us.  Our motives
and our
position would allow us more flexibility than the limits of "due process".

4. Response
Dealing with rapists early allows us to eliminate much of the proliferation of
"horror
stories" in the media.  The media itself has admitted that they eat this stuff
up, but
that
they could easily look elsewhere if they needed to.

Responding to emerging child-lovers will help them avoid mistakes that could
prove
costly and occasionally fatal.

Developing a "response strategy" for these occasions would be wise.  Some of the
worst public opinion stems from the mistaken assumption that those who rape
children are pedophiles, thus all pedophiles are rapists.


5. Publicity
We, as an establishment, need to be heard.  Letter writing campaigns, personal
appearances, movements, etc. would be needed.

Simply writing a letter to the Wetterling Foundation to offer our moral (and
financial)
support would be a good start.  Openly showing up to help in the search of
missing
children is also helpful.

When people see us helping in causes like these, their views of us would be
immediately
altered.  Their responses would be a different matter.  This is where we must
remain
persistent.  They must recognize that we, too, want children to be safe and that
our
sexual interests does not preclude their happiness.

Hollywood should also be a useful tool.  By placing the more literary members in
writing positions in the film and television industry, we can present a
pedophile who
occasionally has redeeming qualities.  Or who garners a little sympathy from the
audience.  In fact, Hollywood could be a most powerful ally.  We should use it.

6. Infiltration
Finally, we must establish ourselves in the community.  We must have careers
that put
us in positions to effect changes.  By knowing that Joe is a District Court
Judge, we
could use our rapport with him to get a better legal foothold in the courtroom.
Perhaps Beth in Child Services could be a great help when there's a chance we
might
be accused of a crime.

By knowing our members and placing them in key positions across the nation, we
can wield power.  A power to safely confront our accusers in an environment that
has denied us that safety for too long.

There are other issues that I have not addressed, but I leave that to you.

Future posts by our members should include topics and ideas that include action.
We want to have a sexual relationship with a child, but until we act we will not
be able to do so without risk to our freedoms and safety.

Oddly, the one thing that seems to surprise many people that I talk to is that
we
must fear for our lives constantly.  They are unaware that a pedophile cannot
get
the same legal protection that other criminals can.  They don't realize that
their
reactions against us is the primary reason for this.  And they are most
surprised that
when given a choice to be jailed for pedophilia or murder, we would prefer the
latter.

It is no wonder that we have such a huge challenge ahead of us.  The
'spin-doctors'
have declared war on us and we let them walk all over us.  We must retaliate!

Most people forget that while Hitler paraded in the streets of Poland, many
Poles
were in their basements making grenades and building bombs.

What are we doing?

--

A little note.  I just got my first copy of Uncommon Desires.
It seemed rather small. Perhaps it was because it was the
first issue.  I'll get another issue later.

'Padawan'
------------------------------------------------------------------



'Jack' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi All,

'Easy Rider' wrote:
>My beautiful , young  daughter lives, someplace, in some
>other dimension. We meet, we love.  We are entwined souls
>which nothing can seperate. Not even living in different
>worlds  can keep us apart.

Wow, that just blew me away ! The idea of being spiritually linked to an LG
somewhere and visiting each other in dreams is just about the best thing I
could imagine.  I'd be taking sleeping pills all the time ! I can't stop
thinking about it now, thanks for sharing such a powerful image.

My girlfriend now knows just about the whole deal and seems ok with it.
Although she did get pissed off with me the other night when we were leaving
a restaurant and I was smiling at a couple of young sisters playing.  There
were only about 4-6.  This is well below the age that I find girls sexually
attractive (from about 10 or 11, just for the record)... but I still find
them cute!! She confronted me with "Just what is the starting age for this
fetish of yours ?"  I didn't answer properly but made a note that I need to
explain a bit more to her.  The fact that being an LGL doesn't mean you just
want to have sex with underage girls.  It means you absolutely adore them !
The mainstream world is so obsessed with sex, they think any display of
attraction or affection must indicate a desire for intercourse... the very
idea of that with these girls I would find repulsive, I was simply far more
attracted than any "normal" male would be.  Its gonna be a tough
conversation to have with her, because up till now I've got the message
across much more subtly... but I'll give it ago because I don't want her
thinking I'm a potential child abuser.  I know some of us here would have
consensual sex with girls as young and I don't have a problem with that -
this isn't the place to have problems with each other, its our only place to
share and support, not argue and accuse.

Here's those lyrics to the Lighthouse Family's "High" (I'm having trouble
finding the MP3 file, but it must be out there somewhere  -I'll keep
looking, because like most songs, it sounds better than it reads)

HIGH

When you're close to tears remember
Someday it'll all be over
One day we're gonna get so high
Though it's darker than December
What's ahead is a different colour
One day we're gonna get so high

And at the end of the day remember the days
When we were close to the end
And wonder how we made it through the night
At the end of the day
Remember the way
We stayed so close to the end
We'll remember it was me and you

Cause we are gonna be
Forever, you and me
You will
Always keep it flying high in the sky
Of love

Don't you think it's time you started
Doing what we always wanted
One day we're gonna get so high
Cause even the impossible
Is easy when we got each other
One day we're gonna get so high

And at the end of the day remember the days
When we were close to the end
And wonder how we made it through the night
At the end of the day
Remember the way
We stayed so close to the end
We'll remember it was me and you

Cause we are gonna be
Forever, you and me
You will
Always keep it flying high in the sky
Of love

Cause we are gonna be
Forever, you and me
You will
Always keep it flying high in the sky
Of love.

--

To Harbour Boy - thanks for that Hideous Kinky recommendation, I'm trying to
find it in the video shops here, but suspect its been at the cinemas too
recently (and I missed it) so I'm gonna have to wait a while for the video
:(

Ok, thats me...as always - take care everyone.

'Jack'
-------------------------------------------------------------



'Dalderious' Writes
-------------------------------------------------------------

'Moomin' wrote:
> 'Dalderious' wrote of a young woman of his
> aqaintance:

Actually, that was 'oskar'. He at first quoted me, and
then continued....

>>You all remember me, don't you? The guy who Rebecca
>>doesn't like. Well, I finally asked Rebecca's eldest
>>brother why she said that to me. He said that he
>>didn't know. I actually asked him in a round about
>>manner, so I believe that he is telling the truth. Not
>>that I believe that he would ever lie; he is such a
>>nice kid.
>>
>>I have not seen Rebecca in a while. I even told him
>>(the brother) that it bothers me when someone seems to
>>like you, and all of a sudden turns around and says
>>those things to you. He just turned eleven. Maybe I
>>can get him to find out for me, but I doubt it.

I said that there was a certain 18 year old who
mentioned that I was flirting with Rachel. And I said
that I would ask him if he was jealous next time that
he did it. Well, irony of ironies. He said it to me
while I was talking to her, in front of Rebecca's
father! Too may opposite feelings where there just
then. I couldn't answer. I even had to sort of ignore
Rachel to pretend I wasn't too interested. :( After a
minute or two longer Rachel wandered off. She comes to
me to feel happy and then I ignore her. :(  (It makes
me so sad even reading what I just wrote.) Oh how I
wish I could have a heart to heart with her! Alas, it
will probably not happen.

Rebecca's father then mumbled a few things to this
guy. The only thing I heard was "Dalderious needs to
get married." Well, he's right, but I won't dare tell
him to who! The only thing that I am afraid of is that
he may tell Rachel's father. I hope that does not
happen. I'm being paranoid, but I'd be devastated if
it did happen. First, because I get up some mornings
happy just thinking that I *might* see Rachel that
day. Second, if word is spread about me, it could be
disastrous.

--

I was over someone's house the other day fixing
something. It is known that I do it, and I am very
happy to help. And when the little one's see you doing
it you get a very excited crowd!

Well, I met his 11/12 (I forgot) year old daughter who
was up late one night. Very pleasant company. She
didn't look overly beautiful; I just enjoyed her
presence. Nice smile, but I digress. The next day I
was finishing up. This time I met the whole crew.
Including a very jumpy 8 year old. She was pretty, and
jumpy, and etc... I even got a sneak peek that I doubt
she intended. :) Life's little presents.

Why was that so important? (I know you didn't ask, but
I did!) Because, I was thinking to myself "if this guy
knew that I was a pedophile..." The most striking
thing about that was that, I, in my own thoughts,
referred to myself as a pedophile. I wasn't too
nervous about the word like I have been in the past.
It's as if I have passed some sort of marker on the
road. I actually feel better about myself that I was
open with myself. I have heard this echoed by others.
I can now mention my liberation.

'Dalderious'
-------------------------------------------------------------
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   [ Press-cuttings round-up ]


* UK: _Straw proposes paedophiles be tagged for life_
* Germany: _Germany clears Net chief of child porn charges_
* USA: _Man faces prison for nude photos - although
  girlfriend, 17, consented._
* USA: _Prosecuting Innocence_
* USA: _Top scientific body finds no reason to fault Rind report_
* USA: _Is Sex-Offender Registry Accurate?_
* UK: _NHS computer network faces privacy danger_
* Eire: _The innocents cut down by the avengers of abuse_
* USA: _Offbeat and Naked_
Book notes



UK:
--------------------------------------------------------------

28th November 1999

Mr Straw will announce plans this week to extend the
mandatory electronic tagging of paedophiles for life
after they have been released from prison.

--------------------------------------------------------------



Germany:
--------------------------------------------------------------

_Germany clears Net chief of child porn charges_

18th November 1999

In a landmark ruling that confirms the Internet as a
borderless medium beyond the reach of national laws, the
Bavarian high court yesterday overturned a conviction
against the German head of the service provider Compuserve
for purveying child pornography.

Felix Somm had been found guilty last year by a Munich
court for complicity in 13 cases of distributing illegal
pornography. He was said to have failed to block customers'
access to those sites. He received a two-year suspended
jail sentence, and a DM100,000 (33,500 ukp) fine.

The case began when prosecutors from the state of Bavaria
raided the CompuServe offices in Munich in 1996. Right-wing
authorities in Bavaria want to go further than existing
federal German law in trying to control the Internet.

--------------------------------------------------------------




USA:
--------------------------------------------------------------

November 12th 1999

_Man faces prison for nude photos_

- Although girlfriend, 17, consented, student broke minor law

GRAND RAPIDS -- A Ferris State University student who
took nude photos of his 17-year-old girlfriend could be
headed to federal prison, even though she consented and was
of legal age to have sex with him.

Patrick Corp, 24, pleaded guilty Tuesday to possessing
pictures which involve use of a minor involved in sexually
explicit conduct, an offense which carries a maximum
penalty of five years in prison.

Under federal sentencing guidelines, some time behind
bars is "pretty much certain," Assistant U.S. Attorney
Richard Murray told the Grand Rapids Press.

Corp was charged under a year-old law that makes it
illegal to create or possess child pornography if the
pictures were produced with materials transported in
interstate commerce.

Prosecutors were able to apply the law to Corp because
the paper used to print the pictures was made outside
Michigan. He was caught after he took the film to a Big
Rapids pharmacy, which called authorities about the photos.

Defense attorney Donald Garthe called it ironic that
the girlfriend was old enough to legally have sex, but
still just too young in the eyes of the law to be
photographed.

Court papers show she told authorities she has posed
voluntarily and she did not want Corp prosecuted.

--------------------------------------------------------------



USA:
--------------------------------------------------------------

November/December 1999

_Prosecuting Innocence_

Like countless parents, Cynthia Stewart of Oberlin, Ohio,
is an ardent amateur photographer who loves to take
pictures of her child. As has happened to a small but
disturbing number of such parents around the country,
Stewart is now facing prosecution for making "child
pornography" and is being investigated by child protection
services for possible child abuse.

What happened? In a now-familiar scenario, a technician at
a Fuji Film processing lab turned in to authorities a roll
of film containing pictures of Cynthia's 8-year-old
daughter, Nora, at various stages of taking a bath.

Add a zealous county prosecutor and a good dose of
inflammatory news coverage -- the *Cleveland Plain-Dealer*
did a front-page story, a local TV news broadcast put
Cynthia's mug shot on the screen, the *Oberlin News-
Tribune* covered her arraignment under a banner headline
"Bus driver, parents charged with abuse" (the parents being
a couple who had starved their 5-year-old down to twenty-five
pounds) -- and you have all the ingredients necessary for the
financial and emotional destruction of a family that has
done nothing wrong, nothing unusual, nothing that would
have seemed remarkable when they themselves were children.

I should explain that Cynthia and her partner, David
Perrotta, Nora's father, are *Nation* people. David, who is
now involved in the magazine's electronic publishing
projects, used to be the magazine's operations manager,
running our computer system, not to mention patiently and
good-humoredly helping premodern butterfingers like me
retrieve lost work and wrestle with e-mail programs. The
love and devotion of David and Cynthia for their little
girl is obvious to all who know them. It was, indeed,
largely to give her a safe, happy, unfrenetic childhood in
a close-knit community that in 1997 he and Cynthia
relocated to Oberlin, where Cynthia, who attended Oberlin
College, has lived for most of the past thirty years. Until
she was placed on "voluntary" leave of absence as a result
of the charges against her, she worked as a schoolbus
driver, and is a well-known and well-liked local figure,
who has much support in the town.

How does it happen that one day a mom is taking her
daughter to Suzuki violin class and the next she is being
led from her home in handcuffs as a child pornographer and
hit with two felony charges, each carrying a maximum
eight-year sentence?

Even by the famously subjective standards of obscenity
law, Ohio's child pornography statute, passed in 1996,
is seriously flawed. Take the two provisions Cynthia
is accused of violating. The first, on its face, seems
to criminalize the mere taking of a picture of a child
"in a state of nudity," with exceptions for certain
purposes, among which the family photo album is not
mentioned. (Ohio case law has determined that "nudity" must
mean a presentation of the child that is both lewd and
graphically focused on the genitals, but the statute itself
has not been amended to reflect that, and a prosecutor does
not have to advise a grand jury of the relevant rulings.)

The second count involves "pandering," which usually means
selling something illicit and sexual. In Ohioese, however,
it seems to mean that the prosecution plans to argue that
the pictures show Nora masturbating.

I've spent days talking to legal experts, and I still don't
understand what is supposed to be pornographic about taking
a picture of your naked child. Depending on the child, it
might be a bad idea -- or a good idea -- but unless you believe
nakedness itself is obscene, what makes it porn? It can't
be the use to which the picture is put. The state is not
arguing that Cynthia was planning to do any of the things
people do with porn: publish it, sell it, trade it, use it
for personal sexual gratification, like those home videos
people make of themselves having sex. What makes the photos
of Nora porn seems to be that they struck a handful of
total strangers as "over the line," in the words of the
Oberlin cop who first investigated the photo lab referral.

Such a judgment call raises the question of whose judgment
is being called upon. In one photo Nora's facial expression
appears to the prosecutor as "provocative"; to Cynthia's
lawyer Amy Wirtz it looks "sarcastic." The showerhead
Cynthia's accusers apparently see as a masturbatory aid
looks to others who have seen the photos like, well, a
showerhead.

The same picture can look sexual or nonsexual depending on
the beholder and the context. For Cynthia the context is
her photo albums with their thousands of pictures
documenting Nora's life. At Fuji Film the context is an
official policy that requires workers to watch out for
suspicious photos and report them. Moreover that policy
exists within a larger context -- our ongoing fascination and
panic over everything to do with children and sex. At the
same time as children's bodies are relentlessly sexualized
in the popular culture -- think of JonBenet Ramsay -- many
cling to the notion that children are, or should be,
asexual. In this overheated atmosphere, as the art
historian Anne Higonnet points out in her brilliant study
of representations of children, *Pictures of Innocence*,
simplistic ideas about photographs as direct and unmediated
images of "reality" can easily wreak havoc.

David and Cynthia took out a $20,000 lien on their house to
post bond to get her out of jail. They have spent
$20,000 -- their life savings -- on legal expenses so far, with
more to come. Although Nora's school has been warm and
protective, she has been taunted on the playground and is
under a lot of stress -- as what child would not be who knows
her mother faces sixteen years in jail for taking her
picture?

The whirlwind of activity undertaken by the state of Ohio
supposedly on Nora's behalf has brought her nothing but
misery and fear. However the case turns out -- it will
probably go to trial early next year -- a great deal of
damage has already been done. Cynthia and David's friends
are raising money for her legal expenses.

Contributions to the Cynthia Stewart Defense Fund can be
sent to:

 The Main Post Office,
 Box 332,
 Oberlin,
 OH
 44074-0332
 USA

--------------------------------------------------------------




USA:
--------------------------------------------------------------

November 17th 1999

_Top scientific body finds no reason to fault Rind report_

The American Psychological Association has abandoned plans
to commission an independent review of a controversial
child sex-abuse study after the nation's largest scientific
organization refused to examine the work, saying it has
"grave concerns" over "politicization" of the study's
conclusions.

The APA promised to ask for the review just before a
resolution condemning the study unanimously passed both
houses of Congress last summer. The study, written by
researchers from Philadelphia and Baltimore, had become a
cause celebre among conservative groups and talk-show hosts
"Dr. Laura" Schlessinger and Dom Giordano.

The research, which was published in an APA journal,
concluded that the long-term effects of child sexual abuse
are not as serious as many believe and that scientists
should classify sexual encounters between adults and
children according to the age and "willingness" of the
child. The report was based on an analysis of 59 previous
studies involving college students who had been sexually
abused before the age of 18.

Conservative groups claimed that the study was an attempt
to legitimize pedophilia, or sex between adults and
children, and that it could be used to justify child abuse
in court.

Faced with the campaign, the psychological association
took the extraordinary step in June of publicly distancing
itself from the research, saying that its leaders disagreed
with the conclusions and that it should have considered the
"social-policy implications" of the paper before publishing
it. The APA said it would ask an independent organization,
the American Association for the Advancement of Science, to
reexamine the validity of the study, which already had gone
through the process of peer review.

The AAAS told the APA that it would not review the study
last month, said Rhea Farberman, an APA spokeswoman. She
said the APA had no "immediate plans" to ask any other
organization to do the review.

In his letter to the APA, Irving Lerch, a physicist who
chairs the AAAS Committee on Scientific Freedom and
Responsibility, said his committee saw "no reason to second
guess the process of peer review." Although it did not do a
thorough review of the study and cautioned that its
decision not to take on that project should not be seen as
an endorsement, the committee also "saw no clear evidence
of improper application of methodology or other
questionable practices on the part of the article's
authors."

Controversy about the study would best be resolved, the
letter said, by more research and discussions among
scientists in the field.

In an interview, Lerch had harsh words for some of the
critics.

"Some of the political statements were clearly
self-serving," he said. "I think some politicians tried to
inflame or cash in on public sentiment by purposely
distorting what the authors said."

The study was written by Bruce Rind, a professor
at Temple University; Philip Tromovich, a University of
Pennsylvania graduate student; and Robert Bauserman, who
is now an AIDS-prevention researcher for the Maryland
Department of Health and Hygiene.

Tromovich and Rind yesterday said they saw the AAAS
decision as vindication of their work.

"Their comments indicate to me that they consider our work
to be up to par," Tromovich said.

--------------------------------------------------------------



USA:
--------------------------------------------------------------

November 4th 1999

_Is Sex-Offender Registry Accurate?_

DALLAS  - Thinh Pham was playing ball with children in
the neighborhood when he was approached by four men.
"Child molester!" they shouted as they pummeled his face,
knocking out four of his front teeth.

Police say Pham's attackers apparently thought he was a
pedophile because his address was listed in the state's
sex-offender registry. But the 27-year-old Vietnamese
immigrant is not a convicted sex offender - he just happens
to live at an address a sex-offender called home months
before.

Pham's beating has raised new questions about the recently
expanded registry. Top law-enforcement officials
acknowledge they have little idea how much of the registry
is accurate.

Opponents question the merits and fairness of publicly
posting specific information - down to an ex-con's shoe
size - on more than 20,000 offenders. Pham's assault
occurred three weeks after the state started posting more
detailed sex-offender information on a Department of Public
Safety Web site.

Frank Colosi, an attorney and member of the state legal
committee for the American Civil Liberties Union, called
the registry "a scarlet letter."

"The problem with a scarlet letter is, what are people
going to do? Are they going to keep their kids away, or
firebomb or burn the person's house?" he asked. "If the
result of this (registry) is a lot of violence, at that
point the state might see it as unconstitutional, as cruel
and unusual punishment."

Tela Mange, a DPS spokeswoman, says the DPS Web site,
since Sept. 1 has received 29,000 hits per day, mostly
for the sex-offender registry.

Ms. Mange said she has heard about vigilante incidents
other than the Pham beating that might have been related to
the Internet listings. But she could offer no details.

Pham says no one asked him his name, though he is
perfectly capable of saying it. "Thinh Pham," he says,
his tongue peeking between the large gap in his teeth,
around the edge of a broken tooth.

----------------------------------------------------------




Security news: UK:
----------------------------------------------------------

_NHS computer network faces privacy danger_

Friday 26th Nov 1999

_New network could turn into tool for government spying,
privacy experts warn_

The forthcoming encryption-based NHS [National Health
Service] communications network could soon provide a
simple means for government agencies and others to gain
access to confidential information about the British
public, according to experts.

Encryption expert Ross Anderson has expressed fears
that as the network becomes more widely used, secure
and accessible, it is likely to become a crucial
means for monitoring the public.

"One of my main privacy concerns at the moment is that the
central computer system that records everybody's NHS number
also contains a list of all the healthcare providers where
you've been treated," he says. "Access to the NHS number
system is likely to become widespread as it's much the most
accurate and up-to-date population register in the UK. I
expect that within five years, the NHS number database will
be the principal method used by the police to trace people,
and that private eyes will bribe their way in as well."

A security expert with experience of government computer
networks Ian Johnston-Bryden of Oceanus Security agrees
that a supposedly secure NHS communications infrastructure
could in fact provide in a mine of information for the
authorities. "They want to encrypt everything and send it
over the Internet," he says. "CESG (the Communications
Electronic Security Group, the governmental encryption
headquarters) is providing the Red Pike algorithm and has
promised that it won't use its knowledge of it, but that
doesn't stop the police or MI6.

According to Johnston-Bryden, however, there are also far
simpler ways to get hold confidential information. He adds,
"A lot of doctors already won't put information on
computer, sometimes out of techno-phobia but also because
of real security concerns. It doesn't matter how you
encrypt something in the NHS backbone because it doesn't
stop someone copying it and giving it to someone else."

Johnston-Bryden also believes that commercial involvement
in the health service may play an important role in the
manipulation of computerised medical information. He adds,
"Once you introduce commercial interests, which you have
to, it becomes more complicated. I wouldn't put it past
certain companies and even the government altering
information if they thought they could get away with it."

----------------------------------------------------------

  [ Obvious implications here for leaking of paedophile
    treatment / therapy / records, case notes being
    leaked to social workers and police, etc. ]



Media: Eire/Ireland:
--------------------------------------------------------------

November 28 1999

_The innocents cut down by the avengers of abuse_

One of the most riveting pieces of radio in a long time
was broadcast last Monday. On the Pat Kenny Show, Breda
O'Brien, a Sunday Business Post columnist, challenged Mary
Raftery, producer of States of Fear, on aspects of the RTE
journalist's new book about Ireland's industrial and reform
schools.

Challenged is an understatement. O'Brien came rampaging out
of her corner like the young George Foreman. She landed the
knockout punch in the first round as she demolished a central
allegation contained in Raftery's book - Suffer the Little
Children - that a boy fell to his death in suspicious
circumstances in the Christian Brothers' Artane industrial
school in the 1950s.

O'Brien used documents accessible to all, such as the
coroner's and police reports, to show that while a boy did
indeed die after a fall at the school, there was nothing
suspicious about the circumstances.

That this story has already been carried in several
newspapers shows how far journalistic standards have fallen
with respect to claims of abuse made against members of
religious orders. It seems that because fearsome things did
happen in industrial and reform schools, journalists no
longer feel obliged to check the accuracy of each
allegation.

Take the Nora Wall case. Almost everyone, myself included,
simply assumed that she and Pablo McCabe were guilty as
charged of raping Regina Walsh at a children's home. Last
week it was formally decided that they should not be
retried following the quashing of their sentences earlier
this year. It is clear that they should never have been put
on trial in the first place. This was apparent right from
the start to the handful - Kevin Myers among them - who read
the trial proceedings with a sceptical eye.

The atmosphere is now such that it has become possible
to make such allegations.

Also, it has made it all but impossible to even question
the way in which child abuse claims are covered by
newspapers and dealt with by the judicial system. If you do
so, it opens you to the terrible charge that you don't care
about the victims, or worse, that you are soft on child
abusers.

These were the sort of charges directed at O'Brien for
having the temerity to challenge some of what Raftery and
her co-author, Eoin O'Sullivan, say in their book.

After her clash with Raftery, the big newspapers, if they
were worth their salt, would have followed up her leads and
checked out the accuracy of the rest of Raftery's book. If
the roles had been reversed, and O'Brien had written a book
about the industrial schools which praised the role of the
religious orders, and it was Raftery who was pointing out
basic errors of fact, the media would have set upon the
book like a pack of hounds. Instead the only sound we heard
from the newspapers was a deafening silence; the silence of
the lambs.

Instead of taking Raftery to task, O'Brien was turned on
for daring to show her up. On Friday, Cooney lined her up
in his sights in the Irish Independent and she was made to
account for herself on the Pat Kenny Show.

Justice is often portrayed as a woman, blindfolded to
symbolise her impartiality, holding in one hand the scales
to show she is interested in both sides of any story, and
holding in her other hand a sword with which to punish the
guilty. With respect to members of religious orders,
justice has removed her blindfold and laid down her scales.
She wields only her sword.

When she does, she is no longer justice. She has become
something entirely different. She has become revenge. This
is what is now stalking the land, striking down the
innocent along with the guilty.

----------------------------------------------------------



Extract:
----------------------------------------------------------

From ArtNet:

5th November 1999

_Offbeat and Naked_

[...]

"And speaking of tiny, what about child nudes? Our
sex-obsessed censors, who equate the representation of the
naked bodies of children with pedophilia and hence make it
punishable by law should turn to their Freud. After all, it
was he who "discovered" childhood sexuality. But you don't
have to read Freud to see all the amors and putti in
traditional art, the dimpled backsides, the exposed sex
organs, the rosy flesh. Not to speak of the naked and
sexually specific infant Jesus; not to speak of Mary
Cassatt's lusciously nude children. What kind of incestuous
fantasy (totally disavowed, needless to say) lurks behind
the condemnation of Sally Mann's equivocal photos of her
children as always already sexual, and sometimes trying on
more adult possibilities for size? Or the garden of Eden
populated by Jock Sturges' pubescent figures? Children are
sexual beings, albeit in a very different way from
grown-ups, endlessly curious about their own and other
people's bodies. And they are innocent too: it was just this
combination that the Reverend Dodgson (aka Lewis Carroll)
caught in his representations of nude or almost nude
children in the High Victorian period."

[...]

Linda Nochlin is Lila Acheson Wallace professor of
modern art at the Institute of Fine Arts, New York
University, and contributing editor at Art in America.
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_GUIDE TO SUING POLICE ATTACKED_

"A new book hailed as the first comprehensive guide to
suing the police has come under fire from police officers."

  [ Anyone have a title for this ? ]

--

Vere, Eleanor, and Gordon Boyle

Nymphets and Fairies: Three Victorian Children's
Illustrators. London: Academy Editions, 1976.

Looks at the work of Graham Ovenden, William
Stephen Coleman, and Richard Doyle.

--

From a trailer for the new Balthus biography:

Balthus's paintings are a product of the same sort of
manipulative seduction that has consistently governed his
handling of his life. Their unsettling character derives in
part from the contradictions within them. Like the artist,
and the varying versions of his life's story, they are full
of discrepancies; the parts and effects don' t all fit.
Balthus's best paintings do, indeed, capture eternal
truths: how light falls, how children sit, how cats stare.

Yet something else beckons. That Balthus could be shocked
and appalled that anyone might call his work erotic seems
at times laughable, at others odd and pathetic. "The
problem is the viewer's longings and interests, not mine,"
he would repeat, as if the refined old man simply could not
fathom the depths of perversion in the world. But a crotch
is a crotch, and the girl Therese (Therese Dreaming, 1938)
fascinates and terrifies - as her creator perfectly well
knows. In a disarmingly tasteful style of painting, he has
tackled without equivocation an apparently tasteless
subject. Like Nabokov, he brings intense culture and
intelligence to the revelation of raw feeling.

Most importantly, Balthus's paintings demand curiosity.
In The Guitar Lesson, why is the music teacher pressing so
hard into her pupil's upper thighs just below the girl's
naked genitals? Why does the child look ecstatic? One
can't but wonder about the creator of such art.

Balthus has repeatedly denied that his paintings bear any
comparison to Nabokov's Lolita, but he has, at the same
time, cultivated his image as the artist who specialises in
little girls. (He said to me that these children often
appear "with their knickers showing" only because "that is
the way little girls sit".) But one has to ask why, if
Balthus objected to the association, he did not prohibit
the use of his picture Girl with a Cat (1937) being used on
the cover of Lolita. More provocatively still, in a 1994
sales brochure for his painting Cat at the Mirror III
(1993), he is shown posing suggestively with the young girl
model for the picture.

'Balthus' by Nicholas Fox Weber, to be published on 11th
November (Weidenfeld & Nicolson, pounds 30)
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